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This policy outlines the intent, implementation and impact of Religious Education and Worldviews
teaching at Hadleigh Junior School.

Intent

At Hadleigh Junior School, Religious Education and Worldviews enables children to be inquisitive,
investigate and reflect on some of the most fundamental questions asked by people. We develop
the children’s knowledge and understanding of the major world faiths including non-religious
believers. We follow an enquiry led, multi-faith syllabus following the principles of theology,
philosophy and human and social sciences. We enable children to develop, explain and analyse
beliefs and practices, not only of Christianity but also of other world religions, especially those that
are the main faiths of children within our school and local community. Children reflect on what it
means to have a faith and to develop their own spiritual knowledge and understanding. We
explore diversity, respect and value of others in all communities by comparing similarities and
differences within and between religions. We help the children to learn from religion as well as
about religion.

Our objectives in the teaching of RE and Worldviews are to:

e develop an awareness of spiritual and moral issues arising in their lives;

e develop knowledge and understanding of Christianity and other major world religions

or value systems commonly held in the UK;
e develop an understanding of what it means to be committed to a religious tradition;

e be able to reflect on their own experiences and to develop a personal response to the

fundamental questions of life;

e develop an understanding of religious traditions and an appreciation of cultural

differences in Britain today;

¢ develop investigative and research skills, in order to hold reasoned opinions on

religious issues;

e have respect for the views of others and a tolerance and openness to the diversity in

society.

Implementation

The National Curriculum 2013 states that RE must be taught in schools to pupils in every key
stage including academies. As an academy, the school is free to adopt an existing syllabus or
develop its own as long as it meets the requirements of an agreed syllabus. Academies are also
accountable for the quality of their curricular provision, including RE. At Hadleigh Junior School,

we choose to follow the Essex Agreed Syllabus, as determined by SACRE (Standing Advisory



Council for Religious Education). Teachers adapt the objectives of the Saffron Academy Trust RE
Scheme of Work, with medium term plans focused on developing the following three key themes
throughout Years 3-6: founders of religion, key beliefs/teachings and places of worship. Lessons
are further driven by the three key areas of Experiences, Growth Mindset and Mastery, which are
achieved through developing pupil’s curiosity for knowledge. This is done in a spirit of respect and
open-mindedness, so that barriers, misunderstandings and prejudices are broken down while
analysis of religion is retained. RE and Worldviews is taught using a variety of teaching styles and
activities including research, discussion, calling on personal experiences, presentations, listening
to stories and exploring artefacts. On occasions this may also include visitors to school and visits

to local places of worship.

1. Teaching and learning
We believe that high quality teaching leads to high quality learning. This allows children both to
learn about religious traditions and to reflect on what the religious ideas and concepts mean to
them. Our teaching enables children to extend their own sense of value and promotes their
spiritual growth and development. We encourage children to be curious and to ask increasingly
challenging questions about religion, belief, values and human life. This enables children to build
on their own experiences and to extend their knowledge and understanding of religious traditions.
We provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the challenge of the task to
the ability of the child and providing appropriate support (from teachers, peers, TAs, differentiated
resources). Small steps for learning are provided, building on prior knowledge and linking to other

religions to enable the children to develop mastery.

2. RE and Worldviews curriculum planning
We plan our RE and Worldviews curriculum in accordance with the requirements of the Essex
Agreed Syllabus, basing our lesson plans around the Saffron Academy Trust RE Scheme of Work.
We ensure that the topics studied in RE and Worldviews build on prior learning. We offer
opportunities for children of all abilities to develop their skills and knowledge in each unit of work
and we ensure that the progression planned into the scheme of work offers the children an
increasing challenge as they move through the school. Children are encouraged to compare and

contrast religions as they learn more about them.

The RE and Worldviews subject leader ensures that coverage is in line with the Agreed Syllabus.

3. Contribution of RE and Worldviews to the teaching in other curriculum areas
RE and Worldviews contributes to the teaching of English, by actively promoting the skills of
reading, writing, speaking and listening, PSHE and Citizenship, as well as the pupils’ spiritual,

moral, social and cultural development.



Children are taught about the values and moral beliefs that underpin individual choices of
behaviour. We also promote the values and attitudes required for citizenship in a democracy by
teaching respect for others and the need for personal responsibility. In doing so, we enable
children to appreciate what it means to be positive members of our pluralistic society. We also
provide children opportunities to be curious and to consider and respond to questions concerning

the meaning and purpose of life.

4. RE and Worldviews and ICT
ICT enhances RE and Worldviews, wherever appropriate. The children select and analyse
information, using the Internet. They also use ICT to review, modify and evaluate their work and to
improve its presentation. Older children use PowerPoint to help them to make presentations on
various topics. Digital cameras are used to record learning experiences and pupils can also study

places of worship by completing virtual tours found online.

5. RE and Worldviews and inclusion
At our school, we teach RE and Worldviews to all children, whatever their ability and individual
needs. The only exception is where parents/guardians have requested the pupil be withdrawn
from RE.

6. Assessment
Teachers assess children’s progress in RE and Worldviews by making informal judgements as
they observe them during lessons or through the work they produce. Teachers will provide
feedback on what went well and what could be improved in line with our marking and feedback
policy. We use the assessment descriptors as set out in the Agreed Syllabus. This sets out the
expected level of attainment for pupils at the end of each key stage. Currently the final piece of
work for each unit is used as an End of Unit assessment. From September 2025, each unit of work
will have a final task for pupils to complete to show what they have learnt, such as producing a
poster or a presentation. All End of Unit assessments allow pupils to compare what they have
been learning to their own spiritual beliefs. At relevant times, the teacher makes a summary
judgement about the work of each pupil in relation to his or her expected level of attainment, which

is used to inform attainment for each child and reports to parents.

7. Resources
We have sufficient resources in our school to be able to teach all our RE and Worldviews teaching
units. We keep resources for RE and Worldviews in a central store, where there is a box of
equipment for each unit of work. There is a set of Bibles and a collection of religious artefacts
which we use to enrich teaching in RE and Worldviews. The school library has a good supply of

RE and Worldviews topic books.



8. Monitoring and review
The coordination and planning of the RE and Worldviews curriculum are the responsibility of the
subject leader, who also supports colleagues in their teaching, by keeping informed about current

developments in RE and providing a strategic lead and direction for this subject.

Impact

Through the implementation of the RE and Worldviews Policy pupils will experience and recognise
the impact of belief on individuals and society locally, nationally and globally. Following an enquiry-
led curriculum, pupils develop their philosophy, theology and human and social science
knowledge. They will develop awareness of the fact that people’s beliefs can change due to their
life experiences. Pupils will consider the beliefs, teachings, practices and ways of life that are
central to religion. In doing this, they go beyond simply gaining knowledge, to engaging feelings
and developing empathy with different believers. They recognise diversity in religion by learning
about similarities and differences both within and between religions and belief systems. Pupils
engage at a personal level with important life questions, fostering a growth mindset towards their
own beliefs and those of others because of their learning in RE. Evidence of this will be seen in
class discussions and written work and by the end of Key Stage 2 children will be able to

effectively contrast and compare religions.

Written by: Gill Grant
Date: June 2025
Review Date: June 2027



