
MUSIC CURRICULUM MAP – HADLEIGH JUNIOR SCHOOL  

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

• Controlling sounds through singing and playing - “play and perform in solo and ensemble contexts, using their voices and playing musical instruments with 
increasing accuracy, fluency, control and expression” 

Using their voices: 

• Sing unison songs confidently in a 
variety of styles with an increasing 
number from memory 

• Sing two-part rounds/simple 
ostinato within a group.  

• Show awareness of character and 
style in performance.  

• Show increasing accuracy of pitch 
and rhythm and awareness of the 
shape of melodic phrases, the basic 
structure of a song and of pulse. 
Know that posture, breathing and 
diction are important. 

• Copy short phrases and sing up and 
down in step independently. 

Using their voices: 

• Sing unison songs in an increasing 
variety of styles.  

• Sing two-part rounds/simple 
ostinato in a smaller group. 

• Show musical expression (phrasing, 
changes of tempi, dynamics; 
reflecting the mood and character 
of the song and its context) with 
more confidence. 

• Sing with increasing pitch accuracy, 
awareness of vocal tone and shape 
of the melody, control of breathing, 
good posture and clear diction. 

• Imitate increasingly longer phrases 
with accuracy. 

Using their voices: 

• Sing confidently in unison, in a 
‘partner’ song and maintaining own 
part in a two-part round, with 
confidence and accuracy in a variety 
of styles.  

• Use increasing control of the 
expressive elements and identify 
melodic phrases and how they fit 
together to communicate meaning 
and mood of the song.  

• Perform a song from memory with 
attention to phrasing, dynamics and 
accuracy of pitch, for a special 
occasion. 

 

Using their voices: 

• Sing confidently in unison in a wide 
variety of styles with expression. 

• Sing a countermelody from a two-
part song with confidence and 
maintain own part in a round of up 
to four parts 

• Communicate the meaning and 
mood by showing changes in 
expression. 

• Perform a song from memory with 
attention to phrasing, dynamics and 
accuracy of pitch, for a special 
occasion without external direction. 

 

Using instruments:  

• play simple rhythmic and musical 
parts, beginning to vary the pitch 
with a small range of notes using 
drones and repeated patterns to a 
steady pulse.  

• Keep a steady beat on an instrument 
in a group or individually. 

• Show elementary technical skills on a 
range of classroom instruments. 

 

Using instruments: 

• Perform patterns and song 
accompaniments in ensemble and 
short melodies as an individual 
against a steady beat including rests 
and 2 and 3 time  

• To play with an increasing number 
of notes, beginning to show musical 
expression by changing dynamics.  

• Use classroom instruments with 
increasing technical accuracy and 
confidence.  

Using instruments: 

• Perform in mixed groups to an 
audience, with confidence without 
external direction. 

• Maintain a rhythmically 
independent melody part in a group. 

• Perform with sensitivity to blocks of 
dynamics and tempi. 

• show specific technical skills and 
understanding of how sounds are 
produced on a variety of different 
instruments.  

Using instruments: 

• Perform on a range of instruments in 
mixed groups to an audience, with 
confidence maintaining a strong 
sense of pulse and recognise and self 
correct when going out of time. 

• Maintain a rhythmic or melodic or 
simple harmonic accompaniment to 
a song. 

• Maintain own part on a pitched 
instrument in a small ensemble. 

Practising, Rehearsing and Presenting 
Performances 

• Perform with an awareness of others 
while performing different types of 
accompaniment. 

Practising, Rehearsing and Presenting 
Performances 

• Think about others while performing 
an independent part. 

Practising, Rehearsing and Presenting 
Performances 

• Maintain own part or 
accompaniment aware of how the 
different parts fit together.  

Practising, Rehearsing and Presenting 
Performances 

• To present a small group 
performance or composition to an 
audience without external direction. 



• Follow simple hand directions from a 
leader. 

• Perform a composed piece to a 
friendly audience, as a member of a 
group or class. 

•  Suggest, follow and lead simple 
performance directions. stopping / 
starting, playing faster/ slower and 
louder / quieter. 

• Perform to an audience with 
increasing confidence. 

• Lead/conduct a group of 
instrumental performers. 

• Present performances effectively 
with awareness of audience, venue 
and occasion. 

• Lead/conduct a group of performers. 

• Know what makes a good 
performance. 

• Exploring, Creating and Developing Musical Ideas - “improvise and compose music for a range of purposes using the interrelated dimensions of music” 

 

Improvise 

• Explore and create simple rhythmic 
and melodic patterns in isolation or 
as an accompaniment pattern. 

Improvise 

• Create rhythmic and simple patterns 
using a pentatonic scale to fill a gap 
or as part of a call and response. 

Improvise 

• Improvise rhythm patterns and short 
melodies in different styles with 
awareness of the underlying pulse.  

Improvise 

• Improvise phrases as part of a 
performance using different 
scales/modes. Begin to show 
development of ideas. 

Compose: 

• Words, actions and simple rhythm 
patterns for a song.  

• Create music with a recognisable 
beginning, middle and end.  

• Select instruments to describe visual 
images and combine simple layers of 
sound.  

• Create simple ostinato patterns, 
melodies and accompaniments 

 
 
 

Compose: 

• A song accompaniment using, simple 
rhythm and melodic ostinato 
patterns or drones developed from 
the song. 

• Melody from a selected group of 
notes (i.e. a pentatonic scale) using 
steps/leaps 

• Music that reflects images/ 
atmosphere, with a recognisable 
structure and subtle adjustments of 
dynamics and tempo to achieve the 
intended effect. 

• Join layers of sound, understanding 
the effect.  

• Use voice, sounds, technology and 
instruments in creative ways. 

Compose: 

• Arrange a song for class performance 
with a pitched and unpitched 
accompaniment. 

• Compose music that reflects 
intentions with more complicated 
phrases in given structures and 
soundscapes that show contrasting 
ideas   exploring, selecting and 
combining a variety of different 
sounds  

• Use ICT to record, sample, sequence, 
loop and manipulate sound to create 
soundscapes or compositions 

• Refine own compositions after 
discussion. 

Compose: 

• Create simple songs reflecting the 
meaning of the words. 

• Compose music using chords/ 
harmony – concord and discord, 
different scales and a wider variety 
of musical devices, timbres, textures, 
and techniques to develop musical 
ideas into completed compositions 
within different given musical 
structures.  

• Use a range of stimuli and various 
styles e.g. Blues, Rap, Folk, African 
etc. 
 

• Listening and Applying Knowledge and Understanding “listen with attention to detail and recall sounds with increasing aural memory” 

 

Understanding Musical Elements 

• Listen to live/recorded extracts of 
different kinds of music and 
recognise: a steady beat / no steady 
beat; a specific rhythm pattern or 

Understanding Musical Elements 

• Begin to use musical language 
tempo, dynamics pitch. 

• Identify repeated phrases in live or 
recorded music. 

Understanding Musical Elements 

• Recognise and identify features of 
expression (phrasing, melody, 
harmony, different dynamics, metre 

Understanding Musical Elements 

• Describe and compare different 
types of music using a range of 
musical vocabulary including the 
inter-related dimensions of music. 



event; longer/shorter, faster/slower, 
higher/lower, louder quieter. 

• Identify repetition in music e.g a 
song with a chorus. 

• Recognise some familiar 
instrumental sounds in recorded 
music (piano, violin, guitar drums 
etc) and classroom percussion. 

 
 

• Identify whether a song has a 
verse/chorus or call and response 
structure. 

• Identify the use of metre in 2 or 3 in 
a piece of music. 

• Recognise aurally the range of 
percussion (tuned and untuned) 
used in school and some individual 
orchestral instruments taught in 
school.  

and tempi) in extracts of live or 
recorded music. 

• Identify clearly defined different 
sections in instrumental music. 

• Distinguish differences in 
instruments and distinct 
instrumental groups.  

• Learn about and use harmony – 
concord and discord, scales, and 
texture and musical devices such as 
repetition, question and answer, 
ostinato. 

and identify features as they occur 
within a structure. 

• Distinguish differences in timbre and 
texture between a wide variety of 
instruments and instrumental 
groups. 
 

Recalling Sounds 

• Listen with attention and begin to 
identify and recall by ear rhythmic 
and melodic patterns in isolation 
through imitation.  

• Begin to represent these with 
physical shapes and mark making. 

Recalling Sounds 

• Identify and recall by ear repeated 
rhythmic and melodic patterns 
including ostinato patterns used in a 
texture.  

• represent these with very simple 
rhythmic musical notations. 
 

Recalling Sounds 

• Identify and imitate a growing range 
of patterns of sounds confidently 
and internalise short melodies and 
play these on pitched percussion by 
ear.  

• Recognise and notate short rhythm 
patterns with a limited range of 
notes. 

Recalling Sounds 

• Listen to, internalise and recall 
sounds and patterns of sounds with 
accuracy and confidence.  

• Represent some of these in graphic 
and traditional musical notations. 

• Listen, Reflect and Appraise -“appreciate and understand a wide range of high-quality live and recorded music drawn from different traditions and from great 
composers and musicians” and “develop an understanding of the history of music” NC 

 

• Understanding Effect of Music 

• To begin to understand how 
different musical elements are used 
to create an effect and recognise 
how music can reflect different 
intentions. 
 

• Understanding Effect of Music 

• Recognise how variations in the use 
of musical elements can reflect 
different intentions. 
 

• Understanding Effect of Music 

• Comment on how sounds are used to 
create different moods, meanings, 
thoughts and feelings, through 
discussion and  written responses 
and visual arts. 

• Understanding Effect of Music 

• Identify and explore how different 
musical elements are combined and 
used expressively to reflect different 
meanings in longer pieces of music.  

• Understanding Context of Music 
(Time/Place/Culture) 

• To listen to and begin to respond to 
music drawn from different 
traditions and great composers and 
musicians. 

Understanding Context of Music 
(Time/Place/Culture) 

• Recognise and talk about some 
contrasting styles of music in broad 
terms, using appropriate musical 

Understanding Context of Music 
(Time/Place/Culture) 

• To compare music from different 
traditions, composers and musicians 
and begin to discuss their differences 

Understanding Context of Music 
(Time/Place/Culture) 

• Evaluate how venue, occasion and 
purpose affects the way that music is 
created from different traditions, 
genres, styles and times, responding 



language (the tempo, dynamics, 
metre, texture, timbre). 

 

and how music may have changed 
over time using musical vocabulary. 

 

to the context and using musical 
vocabulary. 

Appraise Music 

• Listen to their own compositions and 
use musical language to describe 
what happens in them and how they 
might be changed.  

Appraise Music 

• Make comments and suggestions 
about own and other children’s work 
in music. 
 

 

Appraise Music 

• Use musical vocabulary and 
knowledge to suggesting ways to 
improve music and accept feedback 
and suggestions from others. 

Appraise Music 

• Share opinions about music 
identifying strengths and areas for 
development or refinement, 
justified with specific comments 
using musical vocabulary and 
knowledge. 

• “use and understand staff and other musical notations”NC 

 

Use and understand notations 

• Understand the role of notation in 
music and begin to recognise,  create 
and play simple graphic notations to 
represent pitch, timbre and 
duration. 

• Begin to use crotchet and quaver 
rhythms 

Use and understand notations 

• Recognise and use a range of musical 
notations following basic shapes of 
music and  

• Begin to use simple staff notation, 
when singing and playing short 
passages of music. 
 

Use and understand notations 

• Aurally identify, recognise, respond 
to and use musical symbols including 
rhythms and limited pitches from 
stave notation and basic changes 
within pitch, timbre texture and 
dynamics graphically. 

 

Use and understand notations 

• Use a range of musical notations 
including staff notation to plan, 
revise and refine musical material 
and perform using instruments.  

• Understand and use performance 
instructions that affect form, 
dynamics, articulation and tempo of 
music  
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