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This policy outlines the intent, implementation and impact of Music teaching at Hadleigh

Junior School.

Intent

At Hadleigh Junior School, our intent is to make music an enjoyable and rewarding
learning experience. We value music because it is a powerful and unique form of
communication. We believe that every child should have the opportunity to
develop their musical potential and aim to nurture and encourage musical
development across the school.

At the heart of our curriculum are our school curriculum drivers: Experiences,
Growth Mindset and Mastery. The drivers shape our curriculum, bring about the
aims and values of our school, and respond to the needs of our community.

Throughout their time at Hadleigh Junior School we encourage children to participate
in a variety of musical experiences to develop a curiosity for the subject, gaining an
understanding of the value and importance of music, how it is created, produced
and communicated and its role in people’s lives across the globe and in the wider
community. All children are actively encouraged, and given the opportunity, to learn
to play a musical instrument, from standard classroom instruments to individual
instrumental lessons with the visiting peripatetic staff.

We aim to build up not just the musical ability of children but the transferable life skills of
creative thinking, problem solving, responsibility and collaboration. Children are taught the
importance of effort and perseverance in becoming a musician.

Children will gain a understanding of important processes in music learning as
they build up the key skills of singing, playing, composing, listening to, evaluating
and analysing music across a variety of historical periods, styles, traditions, and
musical genres often working in groups and taking responsibility for supporting
each other’s progress. We build on prior knowledge by breaking learning into units
with clearly specified objectives to ensure that pupils knowledge of music is both
secure and adaptable allowing them to be well prepared for the next stage of their
education and able to use their musical skills, knowledge, and experiences to
involve themselves in music in a variety of different contexts.

Implementation

Music is a foundation subject in the National Curriculum. We teach the National
Curriculum, supported by a clear skills and knowledge progression ensuring that
these are built on year by year and sequenced appropriately to maximise learning

for all children. This takes place through planning music in three phases (long-term,
medium-term and short-term).



e The progression map shows the key skills and knowledge studied in each
year group.

e Through the Subject Curriculum Map, in consultation with teaching colleagues
in each year group to link as far as possible with the current curriculum
themes the subject leader devises a plan setting out the knowledge, skills and
understanding to be taught, giving details of each unit of work for each term in
each year group and ensures that pupils experience a variety of historical
periods, styles, traditions, and musical genres and musical experiences as
they move through the school.

e Dalily lesson plans list the specific learning objectives and expected outcomes
for each lesson.

The teaching style of music recognises that it is fundamentally a practical subject
wherein a range of activities and styles are used to integrate the three elements of
performing, composing and appraising music in an active and engaging way making
the most of our excellent resources.

Pupils actively experience a wide range of music from the present and the past and
from a variety of different cultures and learn to understand and use musical notation
as a tool in their practical studies.

Singing lies at the heart of good music teaching. Our teaching focuses on developing
the children’s ability to sing in tune and with other people and to sing with
expression. Through singing songs, children learn about the structure and
organisation of music.

We teach them to listen to and appreciate different forms of music and develop
descriptive skills learning about how music can represent feelings and emotions and
understanding and exploring how music is created, produced and communicated,
including through the inter-related dimensions: pitch, duration, dynamics, tempo,
timbre, texture, structure and appropriate musical notations.

While there are opportunities for children of all abilities to develop their skills and
knowledge in each teaching unit, the progression planned into the scheme of work
means that the children are increasingly challenged as they move through the
school. This progression has three aspects:

e increasing breadth and range of musical experiences;

¢ increasing challenge and difficulty in musical activities;

e increasing confidence, sensitivity and creativity in the children’s music-
making.



Impact
Though the implementation of our Music Policy children will: -

become musical, creative pupils with a widening repertoire which they use to
create original and imaginative composing and fluent and confident performance
work

gain a musical understanding underpinned by good levels of aural perception,
internalisation and knowledge of music, including technical expertise and using
musical terminology relating to the elements of music effectively in both written
and verbal forms.

show an awareness and appreciation of different musical traditions and genres
and an understanding of how musical provenance — the historical, social and
cultural origins of music — contributes to the diversity of musical style.

develop a sense of achievement and self-confidence, skills in their interactions
with and awareness of others, and self-reflection through active engagement in
music as an individual and in collaborations

show a passion for and commitment to a diverse range of musical activities
enjoying music in as many ways as they choose - either as listener, creator or
performer, enabling them to be prepared and confident for the next stage of their
musical studies.

Music and Inclusion

At our school, we teach music to all children, whatever their ability and individual
needs. Music forms part of the school curriculum policy to provide a broad and
balanced education to all children. Through our music teaching, we provide learning
opportunities that enable all pupils to make good progress. We do this by setting
suitable learning challenges and responding to each child’s different needs. We
strive to meet the needs of those pupils with special educational needs, those with
disabilities, those with special gifts and talents and those learning English as an
additional language, and we take all reasonable steps to achieve this.

We enable pupils to have access to the full range of activities involved in learning
music. Where children are to participate in activities outside the classroom, for
example in a musical festival at another school, we carry out a risk assessment prior
to the activity, to ensure that the activity is safe and appropriate for all pupils.

We recognise that in all classes, children have a wide range of musical ability, and

SO we seek to provide suitable learning opportunities for all children by matching the

challenge of the task to the ability of the child. We achieve this in a variety of ways:
e setting tasks which are open-ended and can have a variety of responses;



e setting tasks of increasing difficulty (not all children complete all tasks);

e sometimes grouping children by ability and setting different tasks to each
ability group;

e providing resources of different complexity, depending on the ability of the
child;

e using classroom assistants to support the work of individuals or groups of
children;

e providing specialist support where individual children have particular gifts
or talents.

Role of the Subject Leader

Writing and delivery of music classes

Preparation and delivery of music assemblies

Coordinate concerts music festivals and trips: liaise with SMT, peripatetic teachers
and parents

Support musical activities initiated by class teachers

Order and maintain musical instruments and equipment

Create appropriate displays and posters in the music classroom.

Ensure a lively and healthy musical environment exists at the school.

Assessment

We assess the children’s progress in music by making informal judgements during
lessons or through the work the pupils produce evaluated against criteria from the
National Curriculum programmes of study and end of year expectations. Children’s
abilities and understanding of music are presented in listening challenges,
discussion, class, assembly and community performances, recordings and notations
(graphic and traditional) of compositions and performances. Marking and verbal
feedback help guide a pupil’s progress. Yearly, the teacher makes a summary
judgement about the work of each pupil in relation to his or her expected level of
attainment, which is used to inform attainment by each child and reported to parents.
The progression map provided by the subject leader ensures children are accessing
work at age related expectations, with regular opportunities to be challenged through
higher-level objectives. Children are assessed according to age related expectations
in line with curriculum requirements.

Extra-curricular Music Opportunities and Musical Events

We believe that music enriches the lives of people and so we wish to involve as
many children as possible in musical activities. We have an upper and lower school
choir, which we encourage all children to join. The choirs usually meet on a weekly
basis and, although their primary aim is to enable children to enjoy singing together,
they also perform in public on a humber of occasions throughout the year, for
example at the BATIC’s Got Talent Show, local churches, community events, the
SEESMA Music Festival and others.



Pupils who have reached a certain standard on their musical instrument are
encouraged to join the school orchestra who meet weekly after school. The
orchestra perform in public on a number of occasions through the year, often with
the choirs.

All pupils are given the opportunity to perform in a musical. This is co-ordinated by
the year teams and includes public performances to families.

We are very proud of our musical achievements at Hadleigh Junior School. We
welcome parents to our concerts and productions throughout the year to share the
musical ability we have at our school.

Additional Music Teaching

Our peripatetic teachers who come into school to teach music lessons give
opportunities for children to learn and develop their skills from an experienced
specialist teacher. These teachers are: guitars; ukulele; drum kit and piano.
Peripatetic music teaching is organised by the Local Authority’s Music Service and
through the school. Parents and carers who want their children to participate in the
scheme must purchase or hire an instrument and pay the additional music lesson
fees on a termly basis. These lessons are normally taught to individuals or small
groups of children and are in addition to the normal music teaching of the school,
usually taking place during normal lesson time, from which children are withdrawn for
the duration of the instrumental lesson.
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