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This policy outlines the intent, implementation and impact of history teaching at Hadleigh Junior School. 

Intent 

At Hadleigh Junior School our intent is to cultivate curiosity and acquire knowledge of British and World 

History. Children are taught to have a chronological understanding of history and how this links to other 

National Curriculum subjects. They will have a greater understanding of how the world we live in today is 

influenced by past events and key individuals. Children will develop the key historical skills of enquiry and 

critical analysis, using a range of source materials to stimulate enquiry. The children will build on prior 

knowledge and are well prepared for the next stage of their education. This is driven by the three key areas 

of Experiences, Growth Mindset and Mastery. 

Implementation 

Teachers follow the objectives of the National Curriculum. Their medium planning is based upon key 

questions which will provide a focus for history lessons. Added to this, four broad key threads of 

democracy, monarchy, empire and migration will be developed throughout the key stage. Historical 

vocabulary will be embedded as the children move through year groups and explicitly taught and referred to 

in each lesson. At the beginning of each topic the children revisit prior topics, make links and discuss 

contrasts with the current topic studied. This enables them to have a greater understanding of chronology. 

Added to this, lessons will regularly include starters and warm up activities to enable the children to revise 

their prior learning and reflect upon their own progress. These small steps to learning and remembering will 

enable the children to develop mastery. Lessons will also include the use of images to support children’s 

understanding.  

For each historical period the children will study: 

Characteristics: What were people’s lives like during the period. (When appropriate there will be 

discussions and links made to the three broad themes of democracy, monarchy and migration). 

Historical Links: How does the period compare to other historical periods/what was happening in other 

places in the world? 

Evidence: What is the evidence for this historical period? 

Significance: What is significant/main achievements of this historical period/mistakes made? 

Timeline: When did this event occur/compare to other periods you have studied/ how long did period last? 

Response: What do I think about this historical period/what do others past and present think? 

 

Impact 

Though the implementation of our History Policy children will have a greater understanding of British history 

and the history of other societies throughout the world. They will have the opportunity to discuss moral 

questions and understand what it is to be a respectful and tolerant citizen as well as gaining an 
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understanding of some of the diverse characters in world history. Children will be expected to make good 

academic progress from their individual starting points and have an understanding of some of the key 

historical themes. Evidence of this will be seen in their written work.  Historical sentence stems will be used 

in each year group that will help pupils develop their historical writing and by the end of Key Stage Two 

children will be answering a historical question in  a full paragraph drawing on prior knowledge. They will be 

using key inference and analysis skills together with essential knowledge that will enable them to be 

prepared and confident for the next stage of their historical studies. 

History and inclusion 

At our school, we teach history to all children, whatever their ability and individual needs. This accords with 

the school’s curriculum policy of providing a broad and balanced education to all children. Through our 

history teaching, we provide learning opportunities that enable all pupils to make good progress. We strive 

hard to meet the needs of those pupils with special educational needs, those with disabilities, and those 

learning English as an additional language, and we take all reasonable steps to achieve this. 

The work done by the pupils in history may contribute to the targets set out in a child’s One Plan. Teachers 

will have regard to these targets when planning lessons and designing tasks for history lessons. 

We enable all pupils to have access to the full range of activities involved in learning history. Where 

children are to participate in activities outside the classroom, for example a visit to an archaeological dig, 

we carry out a risk assessment prior to the activity, to ensure that the activity is safe and appropriate for all 

pupils. 

 

Assessment 

The subject lead will monitor teaching and learning through book scrutinies, observations and pupil voice. 

At the completion of each topic children complete an end of topic assessment, which will test knowledge as 

well as historical skills of inference and analysis. The assessment will build on chronological knowledge 

learnt throughout each year in addition to factual and inference questions.   
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