
 

 

Progression in History 

 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Chronologic
al 
Understand
ing 

Pupils are beginning to develop their knowledge of 
chronology. 
 
Pupils can place the time studied on a timeline.  

Pupils are developing their knowledge of chronology. 
 
Pupils can place historical periods that they have learnt on a timeline. 
 
Pupils are beginning to date events. 
 
Pupils can make some links between historical periods they have studied.  

Pupils generally have a secure knowledge of chronology. 
 
Pupils can place historical periods and events that they have learnt on a 
timeline. 
 
Pupils can make some comparisons between historical periods. 

Pupils have an increasingly secure knowledge of 
chronology. 
 
Place current and other studies from previous years 
on a timeline. 
 
Pupils can draw their own timeline, deciding on 
accurate intervals. 
 
Sequence up to 10 events on a timeline. 
 
Know key dates. 

Vocabulary Pupils can remember and use terms related to the 
study unit and the passing of time. 
 
Begin to use terms  
BC/AD/Agriculture/Archaeology/Artefact/Bronze 
Age/Change/Hunter-Gatherer/Iron 
Age/Migration/Nomad/Past/Settler/Stone 
Age/Evidence/Century/Society/ Civilization/Pharaoh/ 
 

Key themes of Monarchy, Empire, Democracy and 
Migration introduced. 

Pupils can remember and use names and words from the areas studied in Year 4 as well 
as remembering a few names and words from previous study.  
 
Increasingly using words and phrases to indicate time 
 
Use words related to specific study of history 
BC/AD/Agriculture/Archaeology/Artefact/Bronze Age/Change/Hunter-Gatherer/Iron 
Age/Migration/Nomad/Past/Settler/Stone Age/Evidence/Century/Society/ 
Civilization/Pharaoh 

Calendar/Christianity/Conquest/Democracy/Emperor/Caesar/Empire/Significance/Slave 
 
Pupils can begin to talk about key themes and how they apply to topics taught.  

Pupils can generally remember and use names and words from the areas 
they have studied in Year 5 as well as remembering some names and 
words from previous study. 
 
Pupils can use words and phrases to indicate time. 
 
Pupils generally understanding words related to specific periods of 
history 
BC/AD/Agriculture/Archaeology/Artefact/Bronze Age/Change/Hunter-

Gatherer/Iron Age/Migration/Nomad/Past/Settler/Stone 
Age/Evidence/Century/Society/ Civilization/Pharaoh 
Calendar/Christianity/Conquest/Democracy/Emperor/Caesar/Empire/Si
gnificance/Slave 
Colony/DarkAges/Invasion/Emigrant/King/Queen/Monarchy/Inference/I
nterpretation city states/gods/goddesses 
 
Pupils are becoming more confident in their understanding of key 
themes.  

Pupils can remember and use names and words from 
the areas studied in KS2. 
 
Pupils can use a range of words and phrases to 
indicate time. 
 
Pupils understand words related to specific periods of 
history.  
BC/AD/Agriculture/Archaeology/Artefact/Bronze 

Age/Change/Hunter-Gatherer/Iron 
Age/Migration/Nomad/Past/Settler/Stone 
Age/Evidence/Century/Society/ Civilization/Pharaoh 
Calendar/Christianity/Conquest/Democracy/Emperor/
Caesar/Empire/Significance/Slave 
Colony/DarkAges/Invasion/Emigrant/King/Queen/Mo
narchy/Inference/Interpretation city 
states/gods/goddesses 
Impact/causation/Reliability/Diversity/Immigrant/ 
Caliph 
 
Pupils can confidently explain the definitions of the 
key themes and talk about examples of each.  

Knowledge 
and 
Historical 
Enquiry 

Pupils find out about everyday lives of people in time 
studied. 
 
Compare with our life today. 
 
Use sources to find out about a period in history. 
 

Begin to identify how we know about past events. 
 
Remember a key character.  

Pupils can remember key facts from area studied in Year 4 and a few facts from previous 
study. 
 
Pupils can identify at least two ways we gather information in order to find out about 
the past. 
 
Look for links and effects in time studied. 

 
Use sources and begin to evaluate the usefulness of a source. 
 
Identifying key characters.  

Pupils can remember most key facts from areas of study in Year 5 and 
some information from previous areas of study. 
 
Identify key features and events of a time studied. 
 
Compare life in early and late ‘times’ studied. 
 

Compare accounts of different events/compare sources.  Offer some 
reasons for different versions of events. 
 
Begin to identify primary and secondary sources. 
 
Identifying key characters.  

Pupils have a good knowledge of historical events 
studied. 
 
Find out about beliefs/behaviour/characteristics of 
people.  Recognising that not everyone shares the 
same views of feelings.   
 

Compare beliefs and behaviours with another time 
studied. 
 
Use a range of sources to find about an apsect of time 
past. 
 
Recognise primary and secondary sources and 
comment on their usefulness. 
 
Confident on a range of key characters and dates.  

 


