
 

 

Subject Curriculum map 2025-2026 - History 

Statement of intent  

At Hadleigh Junior School our intent is to cultivate curiosity and acquire knowledge of British and World History. Pupils are taught to have a chronological understanding of history and make links to 
other national curriculum subjects. They will have a greater understanding of how the world we live in today is influenced by past events and key individuals. Using a range of source materials, pupils 
will develop the key historical skills of enquiry and critical analysis. Prior knowledge will be built on and will be ready to develop their historical skills when entering Key Stage 3.  

Experiences, growth mind-set and mastery are the key drivers of our broad and balanced curriculum, which teaches the objectives of the National Curriculum for all subjects, and the Locally Agreed Syllabus for 
Religious Education, and is underpinned by our whole school values of Resilience, Independence, Creativity and Inquisitiveness.  We aim to meet the needs and interests of all our pupils through a purposeful, 
progressive and engaging curriculum which provides opportunities for LOTC, rich learning experiences and challenge. We also intend to help children grow into positive and responsible people who are able to achieve 
success and fulfilment.  

Key themes/threads throughout Key Stage – Migration/Democracy/Monarchy/Empire (these will be each be 

referenced and discussed in each topic, one or two themes will be focused on in more detail). 

 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
 NC Objectives I can NC Objectives I can NC Objectives I can NC Objectives I can 
Term 1 

 
 
 
ALL KEY THEMES – simple 
definition of words should be 
introduced they will be discussed 
and referenced as part of each 
topic.  
 
The key focus for Stone Age/Iron 
Age is migration 
 

Topic One 
 
Would you rather live in 
the Stone Age or Iron 
Age?  
 
Key vocab: 
BC/AD/Agriculture/Arch
aeology/Artefact/Bronze 
Age/Change/Hunter-
Gatherer/Iron 
Age/Migration/Nomad/P
ast/Settler/Stone 
Age/Evidence/Century/S
ociety/ 
 
To develop a 
chronological 
understanding of British 
History. 
 
To note connections and 
contrasts over time. 
 
To use appropriate 
historical vocabulary 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Develop my 
understanding of 
chronology (recap KS1 
learning – link to own 
chronology) 
 
 
Begin to use historical 
vocabulary 
 
Use sources and 
artefacts to find out 
about a time period. 
 
Ask questions about the 
past.  
 
Make simple 
comparisons between 
time periods.  
 
Explain how the past 
may have shaped the 
future.  
 
Place the time studied 
on a time line. 

 
 
 
 
. 
ALL KEY THEMES – definition of 
words should be reintroduced 
they will be discussed and 
referenced as part of each 
topic.Make links with topics in 
Year 3. 
 
The key focus for Romans is 
empire / democracy.  

 
 
Topic One 
What did the Romans do 
for us? /What did we do 
for the Romans?  
 
 
Key vocab: Year 3 vocab 
plus 
Calendar/Christianity/Co
nquest/Democracy/Emp
eror/Caesar/Empire/Sign
ificance/Slave 
 
To continue to develop 
chronological 
understanding of British 
and World History. 
 
To note connections and 
contrasts over time. 
 
To use appropriate 
historical vocabulary 
 

 
 
 
 
Develop my 
understanding of 
chronology 
 
Use vocabulary from 
year 3 and 4 list 
 
Place historical periods 
learnt in Years 3 and 4 
on a timeline.  
 
Date an event 
 
Remember key facts 
about the Romans and a 
few facts about Ancient 
Egypt and Stone 
Age/Iron Age Britain.  
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
.  
 
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
ALL KEY THEMES – definition of 
words should be further 
embedded they will be discussed 
and referenced as part of each 
topic.Make links with topics in 
Year 3 , 4 and 5 
 
The key focus for WW2 is 
migration 
 

 
Topic One 
What impact did WW2 
have on Britain?  
 
Key vocab: Year 3-5 plus: 
Impact/causation/Reliab
ility/Diversity/Immigrant 
 
To have a secure 
knowledge and 
understanding of British, 
local and world history.  
 
To note connections, 
contrasts and trends 
over time. 
 
To have a good 
knowledge of 
appropriate historical 
terms.  
 
To understand how 
knowledge of the past is 
derived from sources 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Place current and other 
studies from previous 
years on a timeline. 
 
Draw my own timeline 
deciding on accurate 
intervals.   
 
Know key dates from 
period studied and 
remember some key 
dates from previous 
periods. 
 
Compare historical 
periods identifying 
differences between 
them.  
 
Remember and use 
names and words from 
the areas studied in ks2. 
 
Explore the 
beliefs/behaviour/chara
cteristics of people.  
Recognising that not 
everyone shares the 
same views or feelings. 

 2nd 
Would you rather live in 
the Stone Age or Iron 
Age?  
 
Assessment 
End of topic test 
– to include key 
vocab/fact check 
plus answering 
above with clear 
explanation 
given.  I would 
rather live in the 
Iron Age 
because….. 

  2ND  
Romans 
 
To address and 
sometimes devise 
historical questions.  
 
To understand how our 
knowledge of the past is 
derived from sources.  
 
Assessment 
End of topic test – to 
include key vocab/fact 
check plus answering of 
key question – 1 para. 
 

 
 
I can explain how 
historic items and 
artefacts can be used to 
help build a picture of 
life in Roman Britain.  
 
I can explain how an 
event from the past has 
shaped our life today.  
 
I can identify key 
characters from the 
Roman period.  
 
I can begin to evaluate 
the usefulness of a 
source 
 

  Assessment: 
End of Topic Test: 
Vocab test/key 
facts/extended piece of 
writing – intro,2 plee 
paras 
(eg.women/migration) 
Conclusion.  
 
To construct informed 
responses by using 
relevant historical 
information.  
 
To have knowledge of 
significant individuals in 
British and World 
History.  

Use  a range of sources 
 
Recognise primary and 
secondary sources and 
comment on their 
usefulness. 
 
Know the names of a 
range of key characters 
and dates.  

Term 2  
 

  .  
 
 

 
ALL KEY THEMES – definition of 
words should be reinforced they 
will be discussed and referenced 
as part of each topic.Make links 
with topics in Year 3 and 4 
 
The key focus for Anglo-Saxons 
/Vikings is migration /monarchy. 
 

 
Topic One 
What happened to 
Britain when the 
Romans left?  
 
Key vocab: Year 3 and 4 
plus: 
Colony/Dark 
Ages/Invasion/Emigrant/
King/Queen/Monarchy/I
nference/Interpretation 
 
To continue to develop a 
chronological secure 
understanding of British 
and World History.  
 
To develop an 
understanding of 
significant individuals  
 
To note connections, 

Identify key features and 
events in the time 
period studied.  
 
Identify key characters 
e.g 
(Alfred the 
Great/Bede/Canute) 
 
Begin to identify primary 
and secondary sources. 
Make inferences from 
sources.  
 
Compare the accounts 
of different events or 
depictions of character – 
compare sources.  Offer 

reasons for different 
versions of events.  
e.g (Bede/Anglo-Saxon 
Chronicle/raid on 
Lindisfarne/Beowulf/dep
ictions of Alfred the 
Great) 
 

  



 

 

contrasts and trends 
over time.  
 
To develop the use of 
historical terms and 
vocabulary. 
 
To address and devise 
historical valid 
questions.  
 
To understand how our 
knowledge of the past is 
derived from sources.  
 
 

     2nd 
 
What happened to 
Britain when the 
Romans left?  
 
Assessment 
End of topic test – to 
include key vocab/fact 
check plus answering 
key question 2 PLEE  
(POINT LINK EVIDENCE 
EXPLANATION) paras 
(one on Anglo Saxons 
one on Vikings) 
 
To construct informed 
responses. 
 
To have gained a greater 
understanding of 
abstract terms 
(empire,democracy etc) 

Compare life in early and 
late times studied. 
 
Remember and use Year 
5 vocabulary plus some 
names and words from 
Year 3 and 4.  
 
 

  

Term 3   
1st 

Local history study  

Hadleigh and Hadleigh 
Castle 
 
 
Assessment:  
Year 4 present findings 
about local area in class. 

Research a given topic of 
history and present my 
findings to an audience.  
 
Develop my 
understanding of my 
local area. 
 
Recognise the changes in 
social history.  
 
Explain how the lives of 
wealthy people were 
different from the lives 
of poorer ones.  

Broader History Study 
 
The key focus for Greeks is 
Democracy 

 
Which civilization was 
more successful – 
Roman or Greek?  
 
Key vocab years 3,4 and 
5 
Plus city 
states/gods/goddesses 
 
To compare aspects of 
life in different periods.  
 
Assessment 
End of topic test 
Key vocab/fact test plus 
2 PLEE paras.  

Compare ancient 
civilizations 
 
Place key events and 
dates on a timeline. 
 
Compare accounts of 
events/compare sources 
 
Identify primary and 
secondary sources.  
 
Identify key characters. 
 
Use Year 5 key vocab 
plus recall vocab years 3 
and 4 

1st 
Post 1066 period of 
Study 
 
 
How did houses change 
through time?  
Assessment: 
Present findings to an 
audience 
PLEE paragraph 
 
 

 
Describe the features of 
historical events and 
way of life from periods I 
have studied – 
presenting to an 
audience.  
 
Identify and explain 
differences, similarities 
and changes between 
different periods in 
history.  

 2nd  

The key focus for Egyptians is 
monarchy 
 

 
Was the whole world 
going through the Iron 
Age?   
 Ancient Egypt 
 
Key vocab from year 3 
Autumn term plus 
Ancient 
Civilization/Pharaoh/ 
 
To have gained a greater 
knowledge of World 
History. 
 
To have developed 
chronological 
understanding.  
 
Assessment 
End of topic test: 
Key vocab – year 3 
Key facts/answer 
question explaining two 
key things happening in 
ancient Egypt.  

 
Understand what was 
happening in other parts 
of the world during a 
period in history. 
(compare Ancient Egypt 
with end of Bronze 
Age/Iron Age). 
 
Study the achievements 
of the earliest 
civilizations. 
 
 
Place time studied plus 
previous time studied on 
a timeline.  
 

 

 
 
.  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

  2nd  
The key focus for Islamic 
Civilization is empire 

 
Non-European society 
Islamic Civilization  - 
Baghdad. 
What did the early 
Islamic Civilization leave 
behind? 
Extra key vocab: Caliph 
 
 
  
End of topic test 
Source based question 
Timeline of historical 
periods studied in ks2 
Test on historical vocab.  
 

Describe the features of 
historical events and 
way of life from periods I 
have studied, presenting 
to an audience. 
 
 
Make comparisons 
between two historical 
time periods Britain 
900AD (Saxons/Vikings) 
and Baghdad.  
 
Understand about 
diverse socieities in 
history.  
 
Place key 
events/characters/perio
ds in history on a 
historical timeline. 
 
Evaluate the usefulness 
of sources. Key enquiry 
question.  – How far can 
we trust surviving 
evidence? 

How has progression been ensured?  Progression through chronological understanding, vocabulary, knowledge and historical enquiry.  Key themes throughout key stage 
How does the curriculum help children to remember learning? At the beginning of each topic children will revise last topic.  Links made between topics.  See plan. 
 

 


