
 

 

 Geography Progression  

 

 

Lessons will regularly feature 5 minute warm-ups.  Eg. 

• Embedding of key vocabulary  

• Building key geographical skills - locating countries/cities and key topographical features, points of a compass, 4 and figure grid recap 

• Identifying ordinance survey symbols 

METACOGNITION built into each lesson 

‘What is this about? • How do I know? • Is this similar or different to other 

places? • What have I done before that can help me?’ 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Locational and Place Knowledge 
Use maps and atlases to locate regions in UK.  
Cardinal points of a compass 
Identify key landmarks in two regions of UK 
 
Know the position  of the Equator.  
Make comparisons with UK locations. 
 

Locational and Place Knowledge 
Use maps and atlases to locate regions in Europe  
Introduce 4 figure grid references and identify features 
in immediate locality – Hadleigh Castle, School, Church  
 
Understand the difference between the Northern and 
Southern Hemisphere.  
 
Discuss different climate zones and what affects the 
climate.  
 
Understand the word ‘biome’ 

Locational and Place Knowledge 
Confidently use maps, atlases, globes and 
digital/computer mapping (Google Earth) to locate 
countries around the world.  
 
Develop use of 4 figure grid references to read variety 
maps.  
 
Change of land use over time  
 
Name and locate topographical features 

Locational and Place Knowledge 
Use 6 figure grid references to identify countries and 
cities in the world. Select the most appropriate map for 
different purposes. (Atlas to find a country, Google 
Earth to find a village) 
 
8 points of a compass 
Study population maps – diversity of local population 
 
Four and Six figure references also used for War Rooms 
link with WW2 Topic also Hadleigh 
 
Lines of longitude and latitude 
 
Greenwich meridian and timezones 

Human and Physical Geography 
Physical /human landmarks/settlements 
 
Identify key physical and human characteristics – rivers, 
cities, landmarks 
 
Compare major settlements in UK – trade and economy 
 
Rivers -  comparison of main UK Rivers. 
 
Relate land use to trade and settlements.  
Why did the iron age settlers choose to settle where 
they did?  How did they trade?  
 
 

Human and Physical Geography 
Volcanoes/trade/why people live/settle near volcanoes 
 
Identify volcanic region in Europe 
 
 Compare a region of the UK with a volcanic region in 
Italy  
 
Study of volcanoes  - cause and effects.  
 
Investigate how volcanoes affect human life e.g 
settlements/economies/trade 
 
 
 

Human and Physical Geography 
Rivers/trade/sustainability  
 
Develop language and key aspects of rivers – erosion, 
deposition, transportation – explain how river use has 
changed over time.  
 
 
Identify trade links around the world based on items 
such as coffee/chocolate bananas – link with Fairtrade 
and a region in South America. (Amazon Rainforest – 
identify other rainforests in the world – biomes) 
 
Compare topographical features – UK and South 
America 

Human and Physical Geography 
Natural disasters/trade/population 
 
Describe and explain processes that cause natural 
disasters  - build on work on volcanoes, extend to 
earthquakes, floods, tsunamis etc.  
 
 Draw conclusions on impact of natural disasters. How 
does it impact on the economy? 
 
How do countries protect themselves from natural 
disasters – compare disasters in history.  
 
Understand and describe settlement use 

Fieldwork 
Use locational language to describe locational points on 
a map (school or local area) 
 
Environmental surveys of the school grounds – 
litter/noise/likes/dislikes/areas for improvement 
 
 
Making aerial plan/maps of the school. How could we 
improve the school? 

Fieldwork 
 
Undertake weather survey use data to produce graphs 
Present findings in an appropriate way. 

Fieldwork 
Use  outline map to plot and present the human and 
physical features of the local area – land use 
Farming/shipping/recreational/housing.  
Use shipping APP to track shipping in estuary -  

Fieldwork 
Undertake a traffic study/questionnaire  
 
collect data, produce graphs.  – cumulative for HA  
 
Ask geographical questions about main problems.  
Form and develop opinions – which changes would they 
make to local environment.  
 
Analyse evidence and draw conclusions. Be aware of 
own responsibility in the world. How can we change 
things? 

Vocabulary 
Town county country continent landmark  
Human geography physical geography river mountains 
coast hilly flat city region equator globe settlements 
trade economy resources leisure tourism  
Key themes of  location, environment and movement introduced. 

Vocabulary 
Climate northern hemisphere southern hemisphere 
equator biome global warming volcano crater vent 
magma chamber tectonic plates lava pyroclastic flow 
tephra fertile ordnance grid reference data survey 
weather temperature biome  
 Pupils can begin to talk about key themes and how they apply to topics 
taught. 

Vocabulary  
Economy trade sustainability source mouth delta oxbow 
lake estuary floodplain tributary North America South 
America Atlantic Ocean Pacific Ocean Hemisphere 
Border Topographical  mountain Range Amazon 
Rainforest  Pupils are becoming more confident in their understanding 

of key themes. 

Vocabulary 
Greenwich meridian longitude latitude degrees 
hemisphere time zone continent tectonic plate tsunami 
richter scale focus epicentre seismic wave flash flood 
flood plain development barrier settlement data survey 
pollution interpretation Pupils are can confidently explain the 

definitions of the key themes and talk about examples of each. 


