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This policy outlines the intent, implementation and impact of geography teaching at Hadleigh Junior School.

Intent

At Hadleigh Junior School it is our intent to cultivate curiosity and acquire knowledge of regions in the
United Kingdom and in the rest of the world. Children will learn how to interpret and draw maps and
develop key geographical skills of research, investigation, analysis and problem solving. Through their
growing knowledge and understanding of human geography, children will also gain an appreciation of life in
other cultures and understand what it means to be a positive citizen. The children will be motivated to find
out more about the physical world and to further their understanding of the importance of the environment
and sustainable development. Each year the children will build on prior knowledge and links will be made
where possible with other curriculum areas. This is driven by the three key areas of Experiences, Growth

Mindset and Mastery.

Implementation

Teachers follow objectives of the National Curriculum. Children will ask and answer key questions on the
location, human and physical geography of a region. The key geographical themes of location (co-
ordinates, distance), environment (human impact on environment and environmental impact on humans)
and movement (movement of goods and people) will be developed throughout the key stage. Geographical
vocabulary will be embedded as the children progress through each year. At the beginning of each area of
geography (locational, physical/human or fieldwork) the children revisit prior learning, make links and
discuss contrasts with the current topic studied. Where applicable there will be links made with other
curriculum subjects. (Year 4 studying the Romans will also be studying the volcanic eruption of Vesuvius).
Lessons will regularly include starters and warm up activities to enable the children to revise their prior
learning, re-enforce vocabulary and reflect upon their own progress. These small steps to learning and
remembering will enable the children to develop mastery. Where appropriate to the lesson the use of the

school’s challenge system will be implemented.

Impact

Through the implementation of our Geography Policy children will have a greater passion for acquiring
knowledge of their own environment whilst developing a curiosity about the world and the people who live
there. Children will have a greater understanding of how human and physical environments are interrelated.
They will be able to express opinions on historic and contemporary issues in the environment. They will
have developed their geographical skills and have a secure geographical vocabulary. They will have the
opportunity to discuss moral questions about the environment and understand what it is to be a respectful
citizen. Children will be expected to make good academic progress from their individual starting points and
have an understanding of the geographical themes of location, environment and movement. Evidence of

this will be seen in their written work, fieldwork and observational skills.
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Geography and inclusion

At Hadleigh Junior School we are committed to teaching geography to all children, whatever their ability
and individual needs. This accords with the school’s curriculum policy of providing a broad and balanced
education to all children. Through our geography teaching, we provide learning opportunities that enable all
children to make good progress. We strive hard to meet the needs of those pupils with special educational
needs, those with disabilities, and those learning English as an additional language, and we take all
reasonable steps to achieve this. The use of geographical sentence stems enable the children to begin to

write as a geographer.

The work done by the pupils in geography may contribute to the targets set out in an Individual Learning
Plan (ILP). Teachers will have regard to these targets when planning lessons and designing tasks for

geography lessons.

We enable all pupils to have access to the full range of activities involved in learning geography. Where
children participate in activities outside the classroom, for example a field trip, we carry out a risk

assessment prior to the activity, to ensure that the activity is safe and appropriate for all pupils.

Assessment

The subject lead will monitor teaching and learning through book scrutinies, observations and pupil voice.

At the completion of each topic children have an end of topic task, which will test knowledge of location,
human and physical geography as well as key geographical skills. Assessment guidance is provided to

teaching staff to ensure there is consistency across and within year groups.
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