
 

 

Subject Curriculum map 2024-2025 - Geography 

Statement of intent 

At Hadleigh Junior School, our curriculum aims to support both academic achievement and character development, preparing our pupils for the next stage of their education 
and beyond, inspiring them to be lifelong learners. Experiences, growth mind-set and mastery are the key drivers of our broad and balanced curriculum, which teaches the 
objectives of the National Curriculum for all subjects, and the Locally Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education, and is underpinned by our whole school values of Resilience, 
Independence, Creativity and Inquisitiveness.  We aim to meet the needs and interests of all our pupils through a purposeful, progressive and engaging curriculum which 
provides opportunities for LOTC, rich learning experiences and challenge. We also intend to help children grow into positive and responsible people who are able to achieve 
success and fulfilment. 

Geography Intent and Key Threads 

At Hadleigh Junior School, our geography intent is to inspire in pupils a curiosity and fascination about the world and its people that will remain with them for the rest of their 
lives.  Through our geography curriculum, we equip pupils with knowledge about diverse places, people, resources and natural and human environments along with a deep 
understanding of the Earth’s key physical and human processes. Children will develop the key Geography skills within each unit of learning using the three Geography key 
threads of location, environment and movement. As pupils progress, their growing knowledge about the world will help them to deepen their understanding of the 
interaction between physical and human processes, and of the formation and use of landscapes and environments as well as how they are interconnected and their changes 
over time.  The curriculum is planned to allow children to build on prior knowledge and be well prepared for the next stage of their education. This is driven by the three key 
areas of Experiences, Growth Mindset and Mastery. 
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ALL KEY THEMES – definition of 
words should be further 
embedded they will be discussed 
and referenced as part of each 
area of study.  Make links with 
areas of study in Year 3 , 4 and 5 

 
Locational and place 
knowledge 
 
To use 8 points of the 
compass.  
 
Use 6 figure grid references 
 
To locate the world 
countries.  
 
Human and Physical 
Geography 
To understand and describe 
settlement use 

 
 

 I can use a 6 figure grid 
reference (war rooms WW2) 
 
I can locate countries and 
regions using an appropriate 
map. (countries/regions 
WW2) 
 
 
 
I can explain how 
settlements changed after 
WW2 
 
I can understand why there 
were population changes in 
certain areas after WW2 

  .   Human and physical 
Geography 
Compare a region of the UK 
with a volcanic region in 
Italy (e.g Sicily) 
 
Understand how volcanoes 
are formed 
 
Know the affect that 
volcanoes have on people 
 
Know the affect that 
volcanoes have on the land 
 
Key vocab from year 3 plus: 
Volcanic, region, 
fertile, tectonic 
plates, crater, vent 
magma pyroclastic 
flow economy 
tourism 

I can identify a volcanic 
region in Italy. 
I can compare the 
geography of my local 
region to a volcanic region. 
 
I know how volcanoes are 
formed. 
 
I can explain why some 
people live in volcanic areas.  
 

 

 
Locational and Place 
Knowledge 
(as part of science topic) 
Use 
maps/atlases/globes/digital 
and computer mapping  
 
Name and locate key 
topographical features.  
 
 
 
Key vocab year 3 and 4 plus: 
Topographical, digital 
mapping 

 
I can locate countries 
around the world. Focusing 
on North and South America 
 

 

 Fieldwork 
 
Use fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record and 
present the human and 
physical features in the local 
area.  
 
Ask geographical questions 
and give opinions 
 
Have an awareness of 
responsibility in the world 
 
Key vocab from years 3, 4 
and 5 plus: 
 
pollution, interpretation, 
frequency 

 
 I can undertake a traffic 
survey 
 
I can collect data and 
produce graphs 
 
I can ask geographical 
questions about the main 
problems.  
 
I can give my opinion about 
the main problems and offer 
solutions.  
 
I am aware of our 
responsibility in the world. 
 

Term 2  
ALL KEY THEMES – simple 
definition of words should be 
introduced they will be discussed 
and referenced as part of each 
area of study.  

 
 
Locational and Place 
Knowledge 
 
Use maps and atlases to 
locate regions in the UK 
 
Use correct geographical 
position to describe a place 
 
Locate which town/county 
and country 
 
Know the position and 
significance of the equator 
 
Identify key rivers, cities and 
landmarks 
 
Key vocab: 
 
Location, Equator, physical, 
human, landmark, 
environment region  

I know which town and 
county I live in and can find 
it on a map.  
 
I can find other counties on 
a map. 
 
I know how to use an atlas.  
 
I can identify other 
countries in the British Isles.  
 
I can locate which 
town,county, country I live 
in.  
 
I can name and identify key 
rivers and major cities in the 
UK. 
 
I can name key landmarks in 
the UK and locate them on a 
map. (London and 
Edinburgh focus) 
 
I can use the correct 
geographical language to 
describe a place. 
 

ALL KEY THEMES – definition of 
words should be reintroduced 
they will be discussed and 
referenced as part of each area 
of study. Make links with areas 
of study in Year 3. 

 
 
 
 
Locational and Place 
Knowledge 
 
Climate Change – who is 
responsible? 
 
Use maps and atlases to 
locate regions in Europe.  
 
Understand the difference 
between the northern and 
southern hemisphere. 
 
Identify different climate 
zones. 
 
Understand what effects the 
climate. 
 
 
Key vocab from Year 3 plus: 
Northern Hemisphere, 
Southern Hemisphere, , 
climate, global warming 

I can find countries and 
cities in Europe using maps 
and atlases. 
 
I can make comparisons 
with UK locations. 
 
I can ask questions and find 
out about what affects the 
climate.  
 
I can understand some of 
the causes of global 
warming.  
 
I can identify a region in the 
world that has a certain 
climate (e.g rainforest – 
biome) 

 
 

 
 

Locational and place 
knowledge 
 
To identify the position and 
significance of prime 
greenwich meridian and 
time zones.  
 
To identify and read lines of 
longitude and latitude 
 
Key vocab: 
Time zone, Prime Meridian, 
Greenwich Meridian,  
Longitudanal, latitudinal, 
degreees 
 
Human and Physical 
Geography 
 
Nature – Friend or Foe? 
 
To understand the 
processes that cause natural 
disasters 
 
Key vocab:  
Tsunami, Ricter Scale,push-
factor, pull-factor, tectonic 
plate seismic epicentre flash 
flood 

I understand how to 
calculate time differences.  
 
 
 
I can read a co-ordinate to 
identify a line of longitude 
or latitude. 
 
 
 
 
 
I can describe and explain 
the processes that cause 
natural disasters (floods, 
earthquakes, volcanoes) 
 
I can explain what countries 
do to protect themselves 
from natural disasters (flood 
defences, earthquake 
warning systems etc) 

 Human and 
Physical Geography 
 
Why are Rivers so 
important? 
 
Compare major 
settlements in the 
UK 
 
Compare main UK 
rivers 
 
Understand why 
people settle near 
rivers.  
 
 
Key vocab to 
include: 

I can identify and compare 
major settlements in the UK.  
 
 
 
I can compare main rivers  
in the UK and explain how 
they were used for trade.  
 
 

 .  
 
 

  
 

  



 

 

Settlement, trade, 
economy 

Term 3 Fieldwork 

 

Use locational language to 
describe points on a map.  

 

Use fieldwork to observe, 
measure and record: 

 

Make an environmental 
survey 

 

 

Draw an aerial plan or map 
of a familiar area.  

 

Key vocab to include: 

Environment, survey, data, 
key, data 

I can use locational language 
to describe the location of 
my school and local area. 
 
I can design an 
environmental survey of the 
school. 
 
I can carry out surveys  and 
present data in an 
appropriate way. 
 
I can draw an aerial plan or 
map of my school.  
 
I can think of ideas of how 
to improve our school.  

 
   

ALL KEY THEMES – definition of 
words should be reinforced they 
will be discussed and referenced 
as part of each area of study. 
Make links with areas of study 
in Year 3 and 4 

  
 
Human and Physical 
Geography 
What does it matter where 
our food comes from?  
 
Identify trade links around 
the world. 
 
Compare geographical 
similarities and differences 
 
Locate key topographical 
features  
Key vocab year 3 and 4 plus: 
sustainability 
 
 
Human and Physical 
Geography 
 
Describe and identify key 
aspects of Rivers 
 
Research how water affects 
the environment, 
environmental change and 
sustainability 

 
Key vocab: 
Source mouth delta 
oxbow lake estuary 
floodplain tributary 
erosion transportation 

I can explain how items 
(chocolate, bananas, coffee) 
are traded around the 
world. (Fairtrade) 
 
I can compare and area in 
South America with an area 
in the UK 
 
I know where to find key 
topographical features in 
the UK (mountain ranges) 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
I can label the key parts 
of a river 
 
I can locate major rivers 
of the UK and Europe 

  
 
 

    
 

Fieldwork 
To use 4 figure grid references. 
 
 
Use symbols on Ordnance Survey 
Maps.  
  
To undertake surveys (weather) 
and present data.  
 
 
Key vocab from year 3 plus: 
Ordinance survey, grid reference 

 
I can use four figure grid 
references.  
 
I can locate local features on a 
map  
 
I understand symbols on an 
ordinance survey map.  
 
I can use a ordinance survey map 
to identify local features. 
 
I can design and conduct a 
survey. 
 
I can present my findings in an 
appropriate way.  

Fieldwork 
To use fieldwork to observe, 
measure, record and present 
features in the local area 
 
Key vocab from year 3 and 4 
plus: 
Cause, Effect, estuary, shipping, 
recreational , agriculture 

  .  
 

 

How has progression been ensured? Children’s command of key vocabulary is key to progress as are the key threads that run throughout. Each year group will look at the three key areas of 
locational knowledge, physical and human geography and key skills.   
How does the curriculum help children to remember learning?  Links made between topics, warm ups at the beginning of each lesson will recap previous learning.  Children will have end of 
topic checks to reinforce their learning and the importance of retaining what has been learnt.   
How are SEND supported  
Additional resources, images, vocabulary available.  High expectations of ALL pupils.  Opportunities for practical activities and fieldwork, representing data in different forms as well as 
written outcomes.  
 
 

 


