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Progression in MFL – French 

The map below shows the progression of language skills taught to pupils from year 3 to year 6. Progression is also achieved through the increasing complexity of 

vocabulary, phonics and grammatical structures taught in topics across the year groups. This is shown in detail on the curriculum map and medium term planning. 

Continuous threads running through the curriculum – vocabulary, phonics, grammar and cultural aspects (when relevant). 

 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 

Listening and 
understanding 

• Listen attentively and engage 
with new vocabulary 

• Understand and respond to 
simple classroom instructions 

• Listen attentively and engage 
with vocabulary of increasing 
complexity 

• Follow simple classroom 
instructions 

• Listen attentively and engage 
with vocabulary and 
grammatical structures of 
increasing complexity 

 

• Listen attentively, including to 
peers, and engage with 
vocabulary and grammatical 
structures of increasing 
complexity in readiness for 
KS3. 

Speaking • Explore patterns and sounds 
through songs and rhymes 

• Ask simple questions 

• Answer questions with a 
single word or simple phrase 

• Explore patterns and sounds 
through songs and rhymes 

• Ask questions 

• Answer questions with a short 
phrase 

• Begin to converse in simple 
sentences 

• Begin to present ideas orally 
to an audience 

• Explore patterns and sounds 
through songs, poems and 
rhymes and link the spelling, 
sound and meaning of words 

• Converse in sentences, giving 
an opinion and respond to 
those of others 

• Present ideas orally to an 
audience 

• Explore patterns and sounds 
through songs, poems and 
rhymes and link the spelling, 
sound and meaning of words 

• Converse in sentences, giving 
an opinion and seek 
clarification 

• Present ideas orally to a range 
of audiences 

Reading • Read and understand single 
words and short phrases 
 

• Read and understand simple 
sentences in familiar language 

• Use a bilingual dictionary to 
look up new words  

• Read and understand a short 
passage with repeated 
vocabulary and grammatical 
structures 

• Use dictionaries and 
glossaries to look up new 
words and spellings 

• Read and understand a short 
story or factual text and note 
the main points 

• Use context to work out 
meaning 

Writing  • Write single words and short 
phrases 

• Write simple sentences using 
learned vocabulary and basic 
grammar (e.g. masculine and 
feminine) 

• Write 2-3 short sentences 
with increasing grammatical 
complexity including using a 
model where necessary 

• Write a paragraph using key 
grammatical features 
correctly 

 
 

 

 

  


