
French Curriculum Map Revised for September 2024 

Subject Curriculum map: French  

 
Statement of intent 
 
At Hadleigh Junior School, our curriculum aims to support both academic achievement and character development, preparing our pupils for the next stage of their education and beyond, 
inspiring them to be lifelong learners. 
 
Experiences, growth mind-set and mastery are the key drivers of our broad and balanced curriculum, which teaches the objectives of the National Curriculum for all subjects, and the 
Locally Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education, and is underpinned by our whole school values of Resilience, Independence, Creativity and Inquisitiveness.  We aim to meet the needs and 
interests of all our pupils through a purposeful, progressive and engaging curriculum which provides opportunities for LOtC, rich learning experiences and challenge. We also intend to 
help children grow into positive and responsible people who are able to achieve success and fulfilment. 
 
French intent and key threads 
At Hadleigh Junior School our French language learning intent is to acquire knowledge of French and language learning skills, deepen understanding of other cultures and the wider world 
and promote a life-long love of languages. Children are taught to understand and communicate ideas, facts and feelings in speech and writing, focused on familiar and routine matters. 
They will have a greater understanding of French grammatical structures, phonology and vocabulary, developing useful language learning strategies to form a sound basis for KS3 study 
and beyond. Responding to the challenge of learning new and unfamiliar language structures helps to build resilience and strengthen growth mind-set.  Learning a new language also lays 
the foundation for acquiring other languages, opening up possibilities for further education, international career opportunities, and the chance to engage with individuals from diverse 
backgrounds, fostering empathy and respect for different cultures. Children will develop the key French language skills within each unit of learning using three key threads: vocabulary, 
phonics and grammar. The children will build on prior knowledge and are well prepared for the next stage of their education. This is driven by the three key areas of Experiences, Growth 
Mindset and Mastery.  
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Implementation: example contexts and language  

Term Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 (Year 2021-2022 Yr 6 will have same curriculum as Year 5) 

 1 Greetings – bonjour/salut 

Introducing yourself – Je m’appelle/Comment t’appelles-tu? 

Grammar: Je/Tu 

Numbers up to 10 

Dialogue – responding to and asking questions: Ça va? Ça va bien 

merci/Comme ci, comme ça/Ça va mal 

Phonics: ça/tu, repetition of sounds 

Asking and answering questions about age 

Create bande dessinée (comic strip)  

Responding to basic classroom instructions 

Noël (Christmas vocabulary) 

Alphabet/Revisit: calendar/numbers 1-30/classroom 
instructions and objects/revisit greetings dialogue 
Phonics: revisit/pronunciation of parts of head 
Parts of head – labelling picture 

Revisit colours 

Grammar: Common adjectives/some cognates – 

long/petit/grand/gros/pointu 

Monster description  

Grammar: order of adjectives/adjectival agreement 

Design and describe your own monster head 

Revise parts of head 
Parts of body – labelling picture 
Phonics: practise pronunciation as new words learnedcolour 
sounds 
Revisit colours – sentence order and adjectival agreement 
Draw and describe your own monster – whole body 
Zoo animals – le/la/ un/une - revisit 
Zoo story – familiar and unfamiliar language – ambitious 
language 
Noël (Christmas vocabulary) 

Revisit: calendar/Numbers 1-40/ revisit greetings dialogue 
Hobbies –  
Grammar: use of infinitive – e.g. aller au parc 
Revisit j’aime/je n’aime pas 
Hobbies and opinions – Grammar: using j’aime + inifinitive -  
j’aime aller au parc 
Introduce je n’aime pas with infinitive  
Use of simple conjunctions – mais/et 
Revisiting days of the week  
Revisit introducing yourself – je m’appelle../age/family/pets and 
add what you like to do 
Phonics: é/er/et/sounds in numbers 0-5 
Times of day – matin, soir 
Phonics: in/oir 
Time – hours  
Noël (Christmas vocabulary) 

Numbers 1-70 (as numbers increase in difficulty more explicit 
work on this) 
Revisit (quickly): 
Mon anniversaire c’est le …. 
Je m’appelle.. 
J’ai …ans 
J’ai un frère. 
J’ai un chat. 
J’aime regarder la télé. 
Je n’aime pas aller au parc. 
Revisit: Days/months and Mon anniversaire c’est le… 
Phonics: vowel sounds 
Weather phrases – sentence building 
Revisit: Seasons 
Map of France  
Listen to/read weather report in French (à + town) – ambitious 
language 
Write and present weather report to class/other audience – 
ambitious language 
Grammar: c’est le…/il y a…/il fait… 
Phonics: eau/o/au/aux -place names in France – Bordeaux, 
Reims 
 
French Christmas carol – Vive le vent 

2 Colours – Grammar: adjectives 

Numbers up to 20 

Fruits and vegetables 

Grammar: le/la/les 

Phonics: silent letters consonants – e.g., fruit 

Foods (related to La Chenille qui fait des trous) and preference – 

j’aime/je n’aime pas 

Story of La Chenille qui fait des trous (The Very Hungry Caterpillar) 

–days of week and new vocabulary from the story – e.g. 

sun/butterfly, etc. 

Poisson d’avril (April Fool’s)/Pâques (Easter) - Easter customs in 

French 

Numbers 30-40 
Family – Grammar: possessive pronoun – mon/ma 
Phonics: practise pronunciation as new words learnedè 
(frère/mère/père) 
What family members are called - Grammar: il s’appelle/elle 
s’appelle… 
Saying how many brothers/sisters you have – Grammar: revisit  
j’ai (frequently used verb) 
Poisson d’avril (April Fool’s)/Pâques (Easter) - Easter customs in 
French 

Numbers 40-50 
Shops and places in a town – revisiting grammar: le/la/l’/un/une 
il y a sentence construction/intro idea of il n’ y a pas de.. – 
opportunity to write about where you live 
Grammar: describing using adjectives – grand/petit – word 
order for size adjectives compared to word order for colour 
adjectives – plus agreement grande/petite) 
directions – e.g. à gauche/ à droite 
Phonics: revisit/eux/oupronunciation of directions/adjectives 
Ambitious language: Story to revise places, directions, times, 
hobbies –Story of Petit Thomas – familiar and unfamiliar 
language – dictionary work 
Poisson d’avril (April Fool’s)/Pâques (Easter) - Easter customs in 
French 

Numbers 70-80 
Classroom objects – Grammar: revisit un/une /j’ai / je n’ai pas 

Clothes/uniform vocabulary – what French children wear to 
school 
Revisit grammar: Colours and adjectival agreement – including 
plurals 
Describing what you wear – using on porte.. 
Revisiting language and generating new language: speaking, 
reading and writing about school uniforms and opinions  
(including justification) – ambitious language 
Revisit: Je m’appelle/J’ai…ans/Mon anniversaire c’est le…/J’ai + 
family and pets/Il s’appelle…/J’aime + hobbies/food 
Add À l’école, on porte… 
Phonics: in/ain/ .   oi/Oi.  e/eu/eux.  an/em/en 

3 Numbers 20-30 
months/Calendar/birthdays 
Grammar: lower case for dates 
Classroom instructions/ s’il vous plait/merci 
Classroom objects  
Grammar: le/la/les/un/une/des 
Phonics: a – avril/banane/sac/la/ça/va 
Revisit greetings dialogue – add Quelle est la date de ton 
anniversaire?/Tu aimes ..? 
Phonics: pronunciation of parts of head 
Parts of head – labelling picture 

Revisiting colours 

Monster description – grammar: order of adjectives/adjectival 

agreement 

Design and describe your own monster head 

La Fête Nationale 

Pets – Grammar (revisited):le/la un/une 
Talking about which pets you have/don’t have - Grammar: 
j’ai/use of negative 
Asking and answering questions 
Phonics: revisit  
Revisiting language: Writing about yourself – 
name/age/family/pets – ambitious language  
La France (geography of France) et La Fête Nationale 

Numbers 50-60  
Revisit: Food – common foods which make up a meal 
Revisit: Food + opinion – j’aime le fromage/ je n’aime pas le 
poisson 
Opportunity to read and write about food preferences 
Menu in French schools compared to English 
WriteDesign a French café menu 
Role-play – asking and answering requests for food/drink: tu 
veux? Je voudrais/s’il te plait/merci – ambitious language 
Grammar: sentence building with preferences and conjunctions  
Phonics: revisiteux/ou/ais/ait 
Opportunity for French café at school 

Numbers 90-100 
Number work 1-100 
Breakfast foods – reading and understanding unfamiliar 
language from context – ambitious language 
Talking/writing about what you have for breakfast – generating 
new language 
Saying where you live -– J’habite + francophone countries and 
videos 
Languages you speak: Je parle… 
J’habite dans une maison/un appartement… 
Rooms in a house/flat 
Revisit il y a 
Use of dans ma maison il y a – drawing and describing your 
house 
Grammar: position of adjectives, including 
grand/petit/jolij’habite à/en – town/country;anglaise/e 
Phonics: revisit phonics so far 
Revisit language to talk about yourself – je me présente – write 
entry for class yearbookPhonics – according to vocabulary 
encountered 
Designing and describing your ideal house 
Revisiting language – speaking and writing about opinions – 
j’aime/je n’aime pas plus adjectives 

 

Implementation commentary: 
How has progression been ensured? 

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...

Formatted ...



French Curriculum Map Revised for September 2024 

It is carefully structured for pupils’ progress by considering the building blocks of languages (phonology, vocabulary and grammar) and the sequence of these blocks, as learners produce and understand increasingly more complex sentences and texts. 
 
How does the curriculum help children to remember learning? 
At the beginning of each topic children will revisit the last topic. Repetition and revisiting key vocabulary, grammar  and phonics throughout the curriculum and year groups.  
 
How are SEND supported? 
High expectations of all pupils. Revisiting and building language to avoid overloading working memory. Adaptive teaching strategies,  pair work, repetition, open-ended tasks, allowing responses at a number of levels. 
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