
Year 5 English Curriculum 

Statement of intent  

At Hadleigh Junior School, our curriculum aims to support both academic achievement and character development, preparing our 

pupils for the next stage of their education and beyond, inspiring them to be lifelong learners. Experiences, growth mind-set and 

mastery are the key drivers of our broad and balanced curriculum, which teaches the objectives of the National Curriculum for all 

subjects, and the Locally Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education, and is underpinned by our whole school values of Resilience, 

Independence, Creativity and Inquisitiveness. We aim to meet the needs and interests of all our pupils through a purposeful, 

progressive and engaging curriculum which provides opportunities for LOTC, rich learning experiences and challenge. We also intend to 

help children grow into positive and responsible people who are able to achieve success and fulfilment. 

Reading Intent 

We believe that creating a love of reading is a vital tool in ensuring our children are given the best life chances. Cultivating readers with 

a passion for a wide range of materials will ensure that children’s love of reading will extend far beyond the classroom and allow them 

to build on their skills independently through a real curiosity and thirst for knowledge. This is driven by the three key areas of 

Experiences, Growth Mind-set and Mastery. 

We aim to: 
 

• raise the standards of reading for all children 

• perceive reading as not only a lifelong enjoyable activity, but a purposeful, lifelong skill  

• use reading independently to support learning across the curriculum 

• use a range of reading strategies to support them with unfamiliar words and texts 

• be knowledgeable about authors, illustrators, different genres and styles 
• give children opportunities to link current objectives to previous learning from previous years, including Key Stage 1 

• effectively prepare children for the challenges of Key Stage 3 

 



English - Year 5 Reading 

Reading Words Reading as Readers 

Apply growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (etymology and morphology), 
both to read aloud and to understand the meaning of new words they meet. 
 

Check that the book makes sense to them, discuss their understanding and explore the 
meaning of words in context. 
 

Accurate reading of individual words to ensure clear and precise understanding of the text. 
 

Ask questions to improve understanding. 
 

Identify and discuss ambitious and technical vocabulary. 
 

Draw inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their 
actions, and justifying inferences with evidence. 
 

Developing Reading Attitudes 
Make predictions based on details stated and implied.  

Read and discuss a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books or 
textbooks. 
 

Summarise the main ideas from more than one paragraph, by identifying key details that 
support the main ideas. 
 

Read books that are structured in different ways and for a range of purposes. 
 

Distinguish between fact and opinion. 
 

Increase familiarity with a wide range of books, including myths, legends  
and traditional stories, modern fiction, fiction from our literary heritage and  
books from other cultures and traditions. 
 

Retrieve, record and present information from non-fiction. 
 

Recommend books they have read to their peers, giving reasons for their choices. 
 

Provide reasoned justifications for their views. 
 

Identify and discuss the themes and conventions in and across a range of writing. 
 

Explain and discuss their understanding of what has been read, including through formal 
presentations and debates, maintain focus on the topic, using notes where necessary. 
 

Make comparisons within and across books. Participate in discussions about books that are read to them and those they can read for 
themselves, building on their own and other’s ideas, challenging views courteously. 
 

Learn a wider range of poetry by heart. Use contents pages and indexes to locate information. 
 

Prepare poems and play-scripts to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding 
through intonation, tone, volume and action so that the meaning is clear to an audience. 
 

Reading as Writers 

 Identify how language, structure and presentation contribute to the meaning of a text. 
 

Discuss and evaluate how authors use language, including figurative language to impact the 
reader. 
 



Writing Intent 

At Hadleigh Junior School we believe that writing is an essential life skill. It relies on a variety of skills including reading, spelling, 

handwriting, grammar and composition. It is the ability to convey meaning in written language for different purposes. It enables 

children to communicate ideas and understanding effectively in all curriculum areas. This is driven by the three key areas of 

Experiences, Growth Mind-set and Mastery. 

At Hadleigh Junior School we aim to: 

• raise standards of writing for all children 

• inspire children to write by providing an exciting and engaging hook or purpose for their writing 

• give children the opportunity to write everyday 

• ensure children know what to write by effectively using Talk for Writing strategies before they begin any writing 

• give children the opportunity to plan, draft, edit and revise work through a range of genres variety of contexts   

• develop in children a love of writing  

• develop children’s creative minds and expand on their vocabulary 

• develop children’s independent writing skills by increasing their ‘writing stamina’ so they can write quietly with focus and 

enjoyment for a sustained period of time 

• give children opportunities to link current objectives to previous learning from previous years, including Key Stage 1 

• effectively prepare children for the challenges of Key Stage 3 

 

 

 

 

 

 



English - Year 5 Autumn 
Spelling Grammar Writing 

Revision of any previous objectives as identified according to 
need. 

Revision of any previous objectives as identified according to 
need. 

Revision of any previous objectives as identified according to 
need. 

Review frequently misspelt words including some 
homophones and near homophones 

Indicate degrees of possibility using adverbs or modal verbs. 
Identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, 
selecting the appropriate form and using other similar 
writing as models for their own. 

Review plurals – adding –s, -es, -ies, -ves  
 

Use expanded noun phrases to convey complicated 
information concisely. 

Note and develop initial ideas, drawing on reading and 
research where necessary. 

Review suffixes beginning with consonant letters to words: -
ment, -less, -ful, -ly  

Use devices to build cohesion within a paragraph (e.g. then, 
after that, this, firstly).  

In writing narratives, consider how authors have developed 
characters and settings in what pupils have read, listened to 
or seen performed. 

Review suffixes beginning with vowel letters to words 
Link ideas across paragraphs using adverbials of time, place 
and number or tense choice.  

Select appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding 
how such choices can change and enhance meaning. 

Focus on morphology  Use of brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis. 
In narratives, describe settings, characters and atmosphere 
and integrate dialogue to convey character and advance the 
action. 

Review suffixes beginning with vowel letters to words with 
unstressed syllables  

 Write précising longer passages. 

Focus on words that double the final consonant from the 
Y3/4 or 5/6 statutory word list 

 
Use a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and 
across paragraphs. 

Review soft c- words in statutory list   
Use further organisational and presentational devices to 
structure text and to guide the reader (e.g. headings, bullet 
points, underlining). 

Explore words with the /i:/ sound spelt ei after c   Assess the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing. 

Review word endings that sound like el  
 

 
Propose changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to 
enhance effects and clarify meaning. 

Explore words with -cial or -tial endings   
Ensure the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a 
piece of writing. 

Explore words ending in –cially or -tially  Proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors. 

  
Perform their own compositions, using appropriate 
intonation, volume, and movement so that meaning is clear. 

  
Handwriting is legible, joined and fluent with increasing 
speed. 

 

 



English - Year 5 Spring 

Spelling Grammar Writing 
Revision of any previous objectives as identified according to 
need. 

Revision of any previous objectives as identified according to 
need. 

Revision of any previous objectives as identified according to 
need. 

Review words from Y34 statutory word list  
Indicate degrees of possibility using adverbs or modal verbs. 
 

Identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, 
selecting the appropriate form and using other similar writing as 
models for their own. 

Explore words ending with –able and -ible  
Use expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information 
concisely. 

Note and develop initial ideas, drawing on reading and research 
where necessary. 

Explore words ending with –ably and -ibly  
Use devices to build cohesion within a paragraph (e.g. then, 
after that, this, firstly).  
 

In writing narratives, consider how authors have developed 
characters and settings in what pupils have read, listened to or 
seen performed. 

Explore words with -cious or -tious endings 
Link ideas across paragraphs using adverbials of time, place and 
number or tense choice.  

Select appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding 
how such choices can change and enhance meaning. 

Explore words ending in -ent, -ence, -ency  Use of brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis. 
In narratives, describe settings, characters and atmosphere and 
integrate dialogue to convey character and advance the action. 

Explore words ending in -ant,-ance, -ancy  Use of commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity. Write précising longer passages. 

Focus on words with affixes from Y3/4 and Y5/6 statutory word 
list  

Convert nouns or adjectives into verbs using suffixes. 
Use a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across 
paragraphs. 

Review commonly used and frequently misspelt words 
Understand and use verb prefixes. 
 

Use further organisational and presentational devices to 
structure text and to guide the reader (e.g. headings, bullet 
points, underlining). 

 
Use relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, when, 
whose, that or an omitted relative pronoun. 

Assess the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing. 

  
Propose changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to 
enhance effects and clarify meaning. 

  
Ensure the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a 
piece of writing. 

  Proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors. 

  
Perform their own compositions, using appropriate intonation, 
volume, and movement so that meaning is clear. 

  
Ensure correct subject and verb agreement when using singular 
and plural, distinguishing between the language of speech and 
writing and choosing the appropriate register. 

  Handwriting is legible, joined and fluent with increasing speed. 

  
Chooses which shape of a letter to use when given choices and 
decides whether or not to join specific letters. 

  Chooses the writing implement that is best suited for a task. 



 

English - Year 5 Summer 

Spelling Grammar Writing 
Revision of any previous objectives as identified according to 
need. 

Revision of any previous objectives as identified according to 
need. 

Revision of any previous objectives as identified according to 
need. 

Explore words with silent letters such as b,k, or g  Indicate degrees of possibility using adverbs or modal verbs. 
Identifying the audience for and purpose of the writing, 
selecting the appropriate form and using other similar writing as 
models for their own. 

Explore words containing the letters ough  
Use expanded noun phrases to convey complicated information 
concisely. 

Note and develop initial ideas, drawing on reading and research 
where necessary. 

Focus on words with unstressed vowels from the statutory word 
list  

Use devices to build cohesion within a paragraph (e.g. then, 
after that, this, firstly).  

In writing narratives, consider how authors have developed 
characters and settings in what pupils have read, listened to or 
seen performed. 

Review use of apostrophe for contraction  
Link ideas across paragraphs using adverbials of time, place and 
number or tense choice.  

Select appropriate grammar and vocabulary, understanding 
how such choices can change and enhance meaning. 

Review use of apostrophe for possession  Use of brackets, dashes or commas to indicate parenthesis. 
In narratives, describe settings, characters and atmosphere and 
integrate dialogue to convey character and advance the action. 

Explore homophones and near homophones  Use of commas to clarify meaning or avoid ambiguity. Write précising longer passages. 

Explore use of hyphen to create compound words  Convert nouns or adjectives into verbs using suffixes. 
Use a wide range of devices to build cohesion within and across 
paragraphs. 

Focus on morphology and etymology 
Understand and use verb prefixes. 
 

Use further organisational and presentational devices to 
structure text and to guide the reader (e.g. headings, bullet 
points, underlining). 

 
Use relative clauses beginning with who, which, where, when, 
whose, that or an omitted relative pronoun. 

Assess the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing. 

  
Propose changes to vocabulary, grammar and punctuation to 
enhance effects and clarify meaning. 

  
Ensure the consistent and correct use of tense throughout a 
piece of writing. 

  Proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors. 

  
Perform their own compositions, using appropriate intonation, 
volume, and movement so that meaning is clear. 

  
Ensure correct subject and verb agreement when using singular 
and plural, distinguishing between the language of speech and 
writing and choosing the appropriate register. 

  Handwriting is legible, joined and fluent with increasing speed. 

  
Chooses which shape of a letter to use when given choices and 
decides whether or not to join specific letters. 

  Chooses the writing implement that is best suited for a task. 

 


