
Year 3 English Curriculum 

Statement of intent  

At Hadleigh Junior School, our curriculum aims to support both academic achievement and character development, preparing our 

pupils for the next stage of their education and beyond, inspiring them to be lifelong learners. Experiences, growth mind-set and 

mastery are the key drivers of our broad and balanced curriculum, which teaches the objectives of the National Curriculum for all 

subjects, and the Locally Agreed Syllabus for Religious Education, and is underpinned by our whole school values of Resilience, 

Independence, Creativity and Inquisitiveness. We aim to meet the needs and interests of all our pupils through a purposeful, 

progressive and engaging curriculum which provides opportunities for LOTC, rich learning experiences and challenge. We also intend to 

help children grow into positive and responsible people who are able to achieve success and fulfilment. 

Reading Intent 

We believe that creating a love of reading is a vital tool in ensuring our children are given the best life chances. Cultivating readers with 

a passion for a wide range of materials will ensure that children’s love of reading will extend far beyond the classroom and allow them 

to build on their skills independently through a real curiosity and thirst for knowledge. This is driven by the three key areas of 

Experiences, Growth Mind-set and Mastery. 

We aim to: 
 

• raise the standards of reading for all children 

• perceive reading as not only a lifelong enjoyable activity, but a purposeful, lifelong skill  

• use reading independently to support learning across the curriculum 

• use a range of reading strategies to support them with unfamiliar words and texts 

• be knowledgeable about authors, illustrators, different genres and styles 
• give children opportunities to link current objectives to previous learning from previous years, including Key Stage 1 

• effectively prepare children for the challenges of Key Stage 3 



 

English - Year 3 Reading 

Reading Words Reading as Readers 

Apply growing knowledge of root words, prefixes and suffixes (etymology and morphology), 
both to read aloud and to understand the meaning of new words they meet. 

Check that the text makes sense to them, discuss their understanding of the text and explain 
the meaning of new words in context. 

Read further exception words, noting the unusual correspondences between spelling and 
sound, and where these occur in the word. 

Ask and answer questions about a text to improve understanding. 

Test different pronunciations to read new words. Draw inferences such as inferring characters’ feelings, thoughts and motives from their 
actions and justifying inferences with evidence. 

Identify and discuss ambitious and technical vocabulary. 
 

Make logical predictions of what might happen based on details stated and implied. 
 

Developing Reading Attitudes 
Identify main ideas from more than one paragraph and summarise these. 

Listen to and discuss a wide range of fiction, poetry, plays, non-fiction and reference books 
or textbooks. 

Retrieve and record information from fiction and non-fiction. 

Read books that are structured in different ways and for different purposes. Use contents pages and indexes to locate information. 

Use dictionaries to check the meaning of words they have read. 
Reading as Writers 

Increase familiarity with a wide range of books, including fairy stories, myths and legends, 
and retelling some of these orally. 

Identify how language, structure and presentation contribute to the meaning of a text. 

Identify themes and conventions in a wide range of books. Learn the conventions of different types of writing (e.g. a diary is written in first person). 

Prepare poems and play-scripts to read aloud and to perform, showing understanding 
through intonation, tone, volume and action so that the meaning is clear to an audience. 
 

 

Discuss words and phrases that capture the reader’s interest and imagination including both 
ambitious and technical vocabulary.  
 

Recognise some different forms of poetry [for example, free verse, narrative  
poetry]. 

Participate in discussions about both books that are read to them and those they can read 
for themselves, taking turns and listening to what others say. 
 

 

  



Writing Intent 

At Hadleigh Junior School we believe that writing is an essential life skill. It relies on a variety of skills including reading, spelling, 

handwriting, grammar and composition. It is the ability to convey meaning in written language for different purposes. It enables 

children to communicate ideas and understanding effectively in all curriculum areas. This is driven by the three key areas of 

Experiences, Growth Mind-set and Mastery. 

At Hadleigh Junior School we aim to: 

• raise standards of writing for all children 

• inspire children to write by providing an exciting and engaging hook or purpose for their writing 

• give children the opportunity to write everyday 

• ensure children know what to write by effectively using Talk for Writing strategies before they begin any writing 

• give children the opportunity to plan, draft, edit and revise work through a range of genres variety of contexts   

• develop in children a love of writing  

• develop children’s creative minds and expand on their vocabulary 

• develop children’s independent writing skills by increasing their ‘writing stamina’ so they can write quietly with focus and 

enjoyment for a sustained period of time 

• give children opportunities to link current objectives to previous learning from previous years, including Key Stage 1 

• effectively prepare children for the challenges of Key Stage 3 

 

 

 

 

 



English - Year 3 Autumn 

Spelling Grammar Writing 

Revision of any Key Stage 1 objectives as identified according 
to need. 

Revision of any Key Stage 1 objectives as identified according 
to need following baseline assessments. 

Revision of any Key Stage 1 objectives as identified according 
to need following baseline assessments. 

Review vowel digraphs: ai, ay, a-e, a (/eɪ/)  
 

Express time, place and cause using adverbs (e.g. then, next, 
soon, therefore). 
 

Discuss writing similar to that which they are planning to 
write in order to understand and learn from its structure, 
vocabular and grammar.  

Review vowel digraphs: ee, ea, e-e  
 

Begin to use inverted commas to punctuate direct speech. 
 

Discuss and record ideas. 

Review vowel digraphs and trigraphs: igh, i-e, ie (/aɪ/)  
 

Use paragraphs to group related material.  
 

Compose and rehearse sentences orally, progressively 
building a varied and rich vocabulary (including expanded 
noun phrases) and an increasing range of sentence 
structures.  

Review vowel digraphs: ow, oa, o-e, o (/əʊ/)  
 

Use headings and sub-headings to aid presentation. 
 

Write for a range of real purposes and audiences across the 
curriculum. 
 

Review vowel digraphs: oo, ou, u-e (/uː/)  
 

Express time, place and cause using conjunctions (e.g. when, 
before, after, while, so, because).  
 

Organise paragraphs around a theme.  

Review vowel digraphs: oi, oy (/ɔɪ/ ) & ow, ou (/aʊ/)  
Express time, place and cause using prepositions (e.g. 
before, after, during, in, because of). 
 

Create settings, characters and plots in narratives.  

Review common exception words from KS1  
 

 

Use simple organisational devices in non-fiction. 
 

Review plurals ending vowel suffix -es, changing y to i and 
adding es and words ending ey 

Proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors.  
 

Review adding vowel suffixes -ed, -ing, when keeping ending 
or, changing y to i or chopping the final e 

Downstrokes of letters are parallel and equidistance and 
ascenders and descenders do not touch. 
 

Review adding vowel suffixes -ed, -ing, when doubling the 
final consonant  

 

Review vowel suffixes -er and -est  
 

 

Review –le at the end of words  
 

 

Review –el or –il at the end of words 

 
 
 
 



 

English - Year 3 Spring 

Spelling Grammar Writing 

Revision of any Key Stage 1/previous objectives as identified 
according to need. 

Revision of any Key Stage 1/previous objectives as identified 
according to need. 

Revision of any Key Stage 1 objectives as identified according 
to need. 

Review –al at the end of words  
Express time, place and cause using adverbs (e.g. then, next, 
soon, therefore). 
 

Discuss writing similar to that which they are planning to 
write in order to understand and learn from its structure, 
vocabular and grammar.  

Explore homophones and near homophones 
Begin to use inverted commas to punctuate direct speech. 
 

Discuss and record ideas. 
 

Review apostrophes for contraction  
 

Use paragraphs to group related material.  
 

Compose and rehearse sentences orally, progressively 
building a varied and rich vocabulary (including expanded 
noun phrases) and an increasing range of sentence 
structures.  

Review apostrophe for possession  
 

Use headings and sub-headings to aid presentation. 
 

Write for a range of real purposes and audiences across the 
curriculum. 

Review suffix -ly (with a consonant before it)  
 

Express time, place and cause using conjunctions (e.g. when, 
before, after, while, so, because).  

Organise paragraphs around a theme.  

Explore suffix -ally  
Express time, place and cause using prepositions (e.g. 
before, after, during, in, because of). 

Create settings, characters and plots in narratives.  

Review consonant suffixes -ment and -ness  
Use of the present perfect form of verbs instead of the 
simple past (e.g. ‘He has gone out to play’ contrasted with 
‘He went out to play’). 

Use simple organisational devices in non-fiction. 

Review consonant suffixes -ful and -less  
 

Extend the range of sentences with more than one clause by 
using a wider range of conjunctions (e.g. when, if, because, 
although). 

Proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors.  
 

Explore the suffixes –tion and –ation 
 

Use the forms a or an correctly. 
Assess the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and 
suggest improvements.  

  
Propose changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve 
consistency, including the accurate use of pronouns in 
sentences. 

  
Read aloud their own writing, to a group or the whole class, 
using appropriate intonation and control the tone and 
volume so that the meaning is clear. 

  
Downstrokes of letters are parallel and equidistance and 
ascenders and descenders do not touch. 

  
Handwriting is legible, joined & consistent (school 
handwriting rules are followed). 



 

English - Year 3 Summer 

Spelling Grammar Writing 

Revision of any Key Stage 1/previous objectives as identified 
according to need. 

Revision of any Key Stage 1/previous objectives as identified 
according to need 

Revision of any Key Stage 1 objectives as identified according 
to need. 

Explore the –sion suffix  
Express time, place and cause using adverbs (e.g. then, next, 
soon, therefore). 
 

Discuss writing similar to that which they are planning to 
write in order to understand and learn from its structure, 
vocabular and grammar.  

Explore prefixes un-, dis-, mis-, in-  Begin to use inverted commas to punctuate direct speech. Discuss and record ideas. 

Explore prefixes re-, super-  
 

Use paragraphs to group related material.  
 

Compose and rehearse sentences orally, progressively 
building a varied and rich vocabulary (including expanded 
noun phrases) and an increasing range of sentence 
structures.  

Focus on the short vowel sound /ʌ/ spelt ou  
 

Use headings and sub-headings to aid presentation. 
 

Write for a range of real purposes and audiences across the 
curriculum. 

Explore the vowel suffix –ous  
 

Express time, place and cause using conjunctions (e.g. when, 
before, after, while, so, because).  

Organise paragraphs around a theme.  

Review high frequency words  
Express time, place and cause using prepositions (e.g. 
before, after, during, in, because of). 

Create settings, characters and plots in narratives.  

Explore words with the long vowel sound /eI/ spelt ei, eigh, 
or ey  

Use of the present perfect form of verbs instead of the 
simple past (e.g. ‘He has gone out to play’ contrasted with 
‘He went out to play’). 

Use simple organisational devices in non-fiction. 

Explore words with the short vowel sound /ɪ/ sound spelt y 
in the middle of words  

Extend the range of sentences with more than one clause by 
using a wider range of conjunctions (e.g. when, if, because, 
although). 

Proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors.  

Explore words with the phoneme s spelt sc  
 

Use the forms a or an correctly. 
 

Assess the effectiveness of their own and others’ writing and 
suggest improvements.  

Explore words containing silent letters written kn, gn, wr, wh  
 

Form nouns using a range of prefixes. 
 

Propose changes to grammar and vocabulary to improve 
consistency, including the accurate use of pronouns in 
sentences. 

Focus on silent letters: words from the Y3/4 statutory word 
list 

Identify word families based on common words, showing 
how words are related in form and meaning. 
 

Read aloud their own writing, to a group or the whole class, 
using appropriate intonation and control the tone and 
volume so that the meaning is clear. 

  
Downstrokes of letters are parallel and equidistance and 
ascenders and descenders do not touch. 

  
Handwriting is legible, joined & consistent (school 
handwriting rules are followed).  


