
Writing Progression Map 
 

 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
*Objectives in bold are from the ‘Teacher 

assessment framework at the end of key stage 2’.  
Review Revision of any previous objectives as identified 

according to need, including (but not limited to) 
the below Key Stage 1 objectives: 

• Correct use of capital letters and full stops 

• Use question marks and exclamation marks 
when required 

• Use commas to separate items in a list 

• Use apostrophes to show contractions 

• Use apostrophes to show singular possession 

• Use present and past tense correctly and 
consistently  

• Join clauses together by using co-ordinating 
and subordinating conjunctions. 

• Add description and specification by using 
expanded noun phrases 

• Functions of sentences - statements, 
questions, exclamations and  demands 

 

Revision of any previous objectives as identified 
according to need. 

 

Revision of any previous objectives as identified 
according to need. 

 

Revision of any previous objectives as identified 
according to need. 

 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 

Key 
Vocabulary 

Adjacent, adverbials, adverbs, ascenders, 
character, clause, commas, compose, 
conjunctions, consistency, consonant, descenders, 
diagonal, dialogue, direct speech, discuss, 
effectiveness, errors, forms (a/an), grammar, 
headings, horizontal, improvements, intonation, 
inverted commas, legibility, narrative, nouns, oral, 
organisational devices, organise, paragraph, past 
tense, plan, plot, possessive apostrophe, prefixes, 
prepositions, present perfect form, pronouns, 
proof-read, quality, record, rehearse, setting, 
simple past, structure, sub-headings, subordinate 
clause, theme, tone, vocabulary, volume, vowel 
and word families. 
 

Adjacent, adverbial, adverbs, apostrophes, 
ascenders, character, clause, cohesion, commas, 
compose, conjunctions, consistency, descenders, 
determiner, diagonal, dialogue, discuss, 
effectiveness, errors, expanded noun phrases, 
fronted adverbials, grammar, horizontal, 
improvements, intonation, inverted commas, 
legibility, narrative, nouns, oral, organisational 
devices, organise, paragraph, past tense, plan, 
plot, plural possession, plural, possessive 
apostrophe, possessive pronoun, possessive, 
prepositional phrases, prepositions, present 
perfect form, pronouns, proof-read, quality, 
record, rehearse, sentence, setting, standard 
English, structure, theme, tone, verb inflections, 
vocabulary and volume.  

Adjectives, adverbials, adverbs, ambiguity, 
atmosphere, audience, brackets,  bullet points, 
cohesion, colons, commas, composition, 
consistent, dashes, dialogue, effectiveness, 
expanded noun phrases, fluent, grammar, 
hyphens, intonation, legible, modal verb, 
movement, narratives, nouns, organisational 
devices, paragraph, parenthesis, passive verbs, 
perfect form, plan, plural, presentational devices, 
proof-read, purpose, register, relative clauses, 
relative pronoun, research, semi-colons, singular, 
structure, subject and verb agreement, subjunctive 
form, suffixes, tense, verbs, vocabulary and 
volume. 
 

Active, adverbials, adverbs, ambiguity, antonyms, 
atmosphere, audience, brackets, bullet points, 
cohesion, cohesive devices, colons, columns, 
commas, composition, consistent, dashes, 
dialogue, effectiveness, ellipses, expanded noun 
phrases, fluent, formal, grammar, headings, 
hyphens, independent clause, informal, intonation, 
layout devices, legible, modal verbs, movement, 
narratives, object, organisational devices, passive 
verbs, passive, perfect form, plan, plural, 
presentational devices, proof-read, purpose, 
register, relative clauses, research, semi-colons, 
sentence, singular, structure,  sub-headings, 
subject and verb agreement, subject, subjunctive 
form, subjunctive, synonyms, tables, tense, 
vocabulary and volume.   
 

Spelling 
(see spelling 
progression 
map) 

Accurately spell most words that use rules from 
the Year 3 curriculum. 
 

Accurately spell most words that use rules from 
the Year 4 curriculum. 
 

Accurately spell most words that use rules from 
the Year 5 curriculum. 
 
 

Spell correctly most words from the Year 5/Year 6 
spelling list and use a dictionary to check the 
spelling of uncommon or more ambitious 
vocabulary.  
 

Accurately spell most Year 3 common exception 
words. 

Accurately spell most Year 4 common exception 
words. 

Accurately spell most Year 5 common exception 
words. 

Accurately spell most words that use rules from 
the Year 6 curriculum. 
 

Accurately spell most words that use rules from 
the Key Stage 1 curriculum as well as Key Stage 1 
common exception words.  

Accurately spell most words that use rules from 
the previous years’ curriculum (including Key Stage 
1) as well as common exception words.  

Accurately spell most words that use rules from 
the previous years’ curriculum (including Key Stage 
1) as well as common exception words.  

Accurately spell words that use rules from the 
previous years’ curriculum (including Key Stage 1) 
as well as common exception words.  
 
 



Writing Progression Map 
 

Handwriting 
and 
presentation 

Handwriting is legible, joined & consistent (school 
handwriting rules are followed).  
 

Handwriting is legible, joined & consistent (school 
handwriting rules are followed).  

Handwriting is legible, joined and fluent with 
increasing speed. 

Maintain legibility in joined writing when writing 
at speed. 

Downstrokes of letters are parallel and 
equidistance and ascenders and descenders do 
not touch.  

Downstrokes of letters are parallel and 
equidistance and ascenders and descenders do not 
touch.  

Chooses which shape of a letter to use when given 
choices and decides whether or not to join specific 
letters. 

Chooses which shape of a letter to use when given 
choices and decides whether or not to join specific 
letters. 

  Chooses the writing implement that is best suited 
for a task.  

Chooses the writing implement that is best suited 
for a task.  

Composition 

Planning  Discuss writing similar to that which they are 
planning to write in order to understand and learn 
from its structure, vocabular and grammar.  

Discuss writing similar to that which they are 
planning to write in order to understand and learn 
from its structure, vocabular and grammar.  

Identifying the audience for and purpose of the 
writing, selecting the appropriate form and using 
other similar writing as models for their own. 
 

Identifying the audience for and purpose of the 
writing, selecting the appropriate form and using 
other similar writing as models for their own. 
 

Discuss and record ideas. Discuss and record ideas. Note and develop initial ideas, drawing on reading 
and research where necessary. 

Note and develop initial ideas, drawing on reading 
and research where necessary. 
 

  In writing narratives, consider how authors have 
developed characters and settings in what pupils 
have read, listened to or seen performed. 

In writing narratives, consider how authors have 
developed characters and settings in what pupils 
have read, listened to or seen performed. 
 

Drafting and 
writing  

Compose and rehearse sentences orally, 
progressively building a varied and rich vocabulary 
(including expanded noun phrases) and an 
increasing range of sentence structures.  

Compose and rehearse sentences orally, 
progressively building a varied and rich vocabulary 
and an increasing range of sentence structures.  

Select appropriate grammar and vocabulary, 
understanding how such choices can change and 
enhance meaning. 
 

Write effectively for a range of purposes and 
audiences, selecting language that shows good 
awareness of the reader (e.g. the use of the first 
person in a diary; direct address in instructions 
and persuasive writing). 
 

Write for a range of real purposes and audiences 
across the curriculum. 

Write for a range of real purposes and audiences 
across the curriculum. 

In narratives, describe settings, characters and 
atmosphere and integrate dialogue to convey 
character and advance the action. 

In narratives, describe settings, characters and 
atmosphere. 
 
 

Organise paragraphs around a theme.  Organise paragraphs around a theme.  Write précising longer passages. Integrate dialogue in narratives to convey 
character and advance the action. 
 

Create settings, characters and plots in narratives.  Create settings, characters and plots in narratives.  Use a wide range of devices to build cohesion 
within and across paragraphs. 

Select vocabulary and grammatical structures that 
reflect what the writing requires, doing this 
mostly appropriately (e.g. using contracted forms 
in dialogues in narrative; using passive verbs to 
affect how information is presented; using modal 
verbs to suggest degrees of possibility)    
 

Use simple organisational devices in non-fiction. Use simple organisational devices in non-fiction. Use further organisational and presentational 
devices to structure text and to  
guide the reader (e.g. headings, bullet points, 
underlining). 

Write précising longer passages. 

   Use a wide range of devices to build cohesion 
within and across paragraphs. 
 

Use further organisational and presentational 
devices to structure text and to  
guide the reader (e.g. headings, bullet points, 
underlining). 
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Evaluating 
and Editing  
 

Assess the effectiveness of their own and others’ 
writing and suggest improvements.  

Assess the effectiveness of their own and others’ 
writing and suggest improvements.  

Assess the effectiveness of their own and others’ 
writing. 

Assess the effectiveness of their own and others’ 
writing. 
 

Propose changes to grammar and vocabulary to 
improve consistency, including the accurate use of 
pronouns in sentences. 

Propose changes to grammar and vocabulary to 
improve consistency, including the accurate use of 
pronouns in sentences. 

Propose changes to vocabulary, grammar and 
punctuation to enhance effects and clarify 
meaning. 

Propose changes to vocabulary, grammar and 
punctuation to enhance effects and clarify 
meaning. 
 

Proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors.  Proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors.  Ensure the consistent and correct use of tense 
throughout a piece of writing. 

Ensure the consistent and correct use of tense 
throughout a piece of writing. 
 

  Ensure correct subject and verb agreement when 
using singular and plural, distinguishing between 
the language of speech and writing and choosing 
the appropriate register. 
 

Ensure correct subject and verb agreement when 
using singular and plural, distinguishing between 
the language of speech and writing and choosing 
the appropriate register. 
 

Proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors. Proof-read for spelling and punctuation errors. 
 

Perform Read aloud their own writing, to a group or the 
whole class, using appropriate intonation and 
control the tone and volume so that the meaning 
is clear. 

Read aloud their own writing, to a group or the 
whole class, using appropriate intonation and 
control the tone and volume so that the meaning 
is clear. 

Perform their own compositions, using 
appropriate intonation, volume, and  
movement so that meaning is clear. 

Perform their own compositions, using appropriate 
intonation, volume, and movement so that 
meaning is clear. 

Vocabulary, Grammar and Punctuation 

Word Form nouns using a range of prefixes. Understand the grammatical difference between 
plural and possessive -s. 

Convert nouns or adjectives into verbs using 
suffixes. 

Use appropriate informal and formal writing 
depending on the text type. 
 

Use the forms a or an correctly. Use standard English forms for verb inflections 
instead of local spoken forms (e.g. we were 
instead of we was).  
 

Understand and use verb prefixes. Identify how words are related by meaning as 
synonyms and antonyms.  

Identify word families based on common words, 
showing how words are related in form and 
meaning. 
 

   

Sentence Express time, place and cause using conjunctions 
(e.g. when, before, after, while, so, because).  

Expand noun phrases by the addition of modified 
adjectives, nouns and prepositional phrases. 

Use relative clauses beginning with who, which, 
where, when, whose, that or an omitted relative 
pronoun.  

Use of the passive to affect the presentation of 
information in a sentence.  

Express time, place and cause using prepositions 
(e.g. before, after, during, in, because of). 

Extend the range of sentences with more than one 
clause by using a wider range of conjunctions (e.g. 
when, if, because, although). 
 

Indicate degrees of possibility using adverbs or 
modal verbs. 

Use the different structures typical of informal and 
formal speech (e.g. use of question tags and 
subjunctive forms).  

Express time, place and cause using adverbs (e.g. 
then, next, soon, therefore). 
 

Use fronted adverbials. Use expanded noun phrases to convey 
complicated information concisely. 

Use expanded noun phrases to convey complicated 
information concisely.  

Extend the range of sentences with more than one 
clause by using a wider range of conjunctions (e.g. 
when, if, because, although). 
 

 

Text Use paragraphs to group related material.  Use of paragraphs to organise ideas around a 
theme. 

Use devices to build cohesion within a paragraph 
(e.g. then, after that, this, firstly).  

Use a range of devices to build cohesion (e.g. 
conjunctions, adverbials of time and  
place, pronouns, synonyms) within and across 
paragraphs. 



Writing Progression Map 
 

Use headings and sub-headings to aid 
presentation. 

Select appropriate choice of pronoun or noun 
withing and across sentences to aid cohesion and 
avoid repetition.  
 

Link ideas across paragraphs using adverbials of 
time, place and number or tense choice.  

Use verb tenses consistently and correctly 
throughout their writing    

Use of the present perfect form of verbs instead of 
the simple past (e.g. ‘He has gone out to play’ 
contrasted with ‘He went out to play’). 
 

  Use layout devices to structure texts (e.g. 
headings, sub-headings, columns, bullets, tables) 

 Use the perfect form of verbs to mark relationships 
of time and cause. 
 

Punctuation Begin to use inverted commas to punctuate direct 
speech 

Use of inverted commas and other punctuation to 
indicate direct speech (e.g. a comma after the 
reporting clause and end punctuation within 
inverted commas). 

Use of brackets, dashes or commas to indicate 
parenthesis. 

Use the range of punctuation taught at key stage 
2 mostly correctly (e.g. inverted  
commas and other punctuation to indicate direct 
speech). 
 

 Apostrophes to mark plural possession. Use of commas to clarify meaning or avoid 
ambiguity.  

Use of the semi-colon, colon and dash to mark the 
boundary between independent clauses.  
 

Commas after fronted adverbials.   Use of the colon to introduce a list and use of semi-
colons with lists.  
 

 Punctuation of bullet points to list information.  
 

Use of hyphens to avoid ambiguity.  
 

Greater 
depth 
objectives 

Use rich and varied vocabulary suitable for the 
text type to enhance meaning. 

Use rich and varied vocabulary suitable for the text 
type to enhance meaning including figurative 
language.  

Use rich and varied vocabulary suitable for the text 
type and purpose to enhance meaning including 
figurative language.  
 

Distinguish between the language of speech and 
writing, choosing the appropriate register 

Demonstrates complete mastery of learned 
punctuation and grammar by using skills with 
100% accuracy, control, and with deliberate 
intention to affect the reader. 

Demonstrates complete mastery of learned 
punctuation and grammar by using skills with 
100% accuracy, control, and with deliberate 
intention to affect the reader. 

Demonstrates complete mastery of learned 
punctuation and grammar by using skills with 
100% accuracy, control, and with deliberate 
intention to affect the reader. 
 

Use full range of  punctuation at KS2 correctly and 
when necessary,  to enhance meaning and 
ambiguity 

Draws independently on what they have read, 
deliberately taking on authors’ style and 
technique. 

Use a range of clause structures and vary their 
position. 

Carefully select vocabulary and grammatical 
structures that reflect what the writing requires, 
doing this mostly appropriately (e.g. using 
contracted form in dialogue, standard English in 
formal writing). 

Exercise an assured and conscious control over 
levels of formality particularly through 
manipulating grammar and vocabulary to achieve 
this.  

When asked, can explain why writing choices have 
been made, referring to sentence structure, 
vocabulary and punctuation and the impact of 
using them on the reader. 

Draws independently on what they have read, 
deliberately taking on authors’ style and 
technique. 

Draws independently on what they have read, 
deliberately taking on authors’ style and 
technique. 

Write effectively for a range of purposes and 
audiences, selecting the appropriate form, 
drawing independently on what they have read as 
models for their own writing (e.g. literary 
language, characterisation, structure). 
 

 When asked, can explain why writing choices have 
been made, referring to sentence structure, 
vocabulary and punctuation and the impact of 
using them on the reader. 

When asked, can explain why writing choices have 
been made, referring to sentence structure, 
vocabulary and punctuation and the impact of 
using them on the reader. 

 

 


