
Spelling Progression Map 
 

 Year 3 Year 4 Year 5 Year 6 
Revision Vowel digraphs: ai, ay, a-e, a 

Vowel digraphs: ee, ea, e-e 
Vowel digraphs and trigraphs: igh, i-e, ie 
Vowel digraphs: ow, oa, o-e, o 
Vowel digraphs: oo, ou, u-e 
Vowel digraphs: oi, oy & ow, ou 
Common exception words from KS1 
Plurals ending vowel suffix –es 
Adding vowel suffixes –ed, -ing 
Vowel suffixes –er and –est 
-le at the end of words 
-el or -il at the end of words 
-al at the end of words 
Apostrophes for contraction 
Apostrophes for possession  
Suffix –ly 
Consonant suffixes –ment and –ness 
Consonant suffixes –ful and –less 
High frequency words 
  

‘r’ controlled vowel sounds from KS1 : ir 
‘r’ controlled vowel sounds from KS1: air 
Year 2 common exception words and other high 
frequency words 
Vowel suffixes –ed, -ing (chop, change and double) 
Vowel suffixes –y, er, est (to create adjectives – 
chop, change and double) 
Consonant suffixes –ment, -ness, -ful, -less 
Suffixes –ly and –ally 
Suffixes -tion and –ation 
Prefixes: dis-, mis-, in-, im-, il- ir-, anti- 
The /ɔ:/ sound spelt or, ore, aw and other 
variations 
The /ɒ/ sound spelt a after w and qu; the /ɜ:/ 
sound spelt or after w; the /ɔ:/ sound spelt ar after 
w 
Words with the /ei/ sound spelt ei, eigh, ey 
Homophones 
Soft g sound /dʒ/ spelt g, ge or dge 

 

Frequently misspelt words including some 
homophones and near homophones 
Plurals – adding –s, -es, -ies, -ves   
Suffixes beginning with consonant letters to 
words: -ment, -less, -ful, -ly  
Suffixes beginning with vowel letters to words 
Suffixes beginning with vowel letters to words 
with unstressed syllables 
Soft c- words in statutory list 
Word endings that sound like el 
Words from Yr 3/4 statutory word list 
Commonly used and frequently misspelt words 
Use of apostrophe for contraction  
Use of apostrophe for possession 

 

Words with unexpected letters from Y3/4 
statutory word list  
Homophones and near homophones 
Suffixes beginning with consonant  letters to 
words: -ment, -less, -ful, -ly  
Suffixes beginning with vowel letters to words 
–cial, - tial, -cially and -tially endings  
-able, -ably, -ible and –ibly endings  
-cious  and -tious endings  
Words with the /i:/ sound spelt ei after c  
-ent, -ence, -ency, -ant, -ance and -ancy endings   
-tion, -ation, -cian, -ssion and -ssion endings  
–sure and -ture endings  
All suffixes  
Words with silent letters b, k, l, h, t 
Affixes: morphology 
Affixes: words from the Y5/6 statutory word list  
Words containing ough 
Words containing rarer letter combinations: words 
from the Y3/4 
 and 5/6 statutory word list 
Homophones and commonly confused words  
Use of hyphen 
Use of apostrophe for contraction  
Use of apostrophe for possession  
Commonly misspelt words from the class  
Revision of strategies to spell words 

 

Key 
Vocabulary 

Apostrophe, consonant, contraction, digraph, 
exception, grapheme, homophone, long vowel, 
phoneme, plural, possession, root word, short 
vowel, silent letters, suffix, syllable, vowel, word 
family 

Apostrophe, consonant, digraph, etymology, 
exception, grapheme, homophone, phoneme, 
possession, prefix, root word, soft, suffix, syllable, 
vowel, word family 
 

Affix, apostrophe, compound words contraction, 
consonant, digraph, exception, grapheme, 
homophone, hyphen, long vowel, phoneme, 
plural, possession, root word, short vowel, silent 
letters, suffix, syllable, vowel, word family 
 
 

Affixes, antonym, apostrophe, consonant, 
contraction, diagraph, etymology, exception, 
grapheme, homophone, hyphen, morphology, 
phoneme, possession, prefix, root word, silent 
letters, suffix, syllable, synonym, unstressed vowel, 
vowel, word family 

 

Spell words 
with the 
following 
suffixes: 
 

-tion and –ation 
-We use the “sh” sound when words end in “-tion”. 
-tion is the most common spelling of the suffix that 
sounds like “shun”. It is used if the root word ends 
in t or te. e.g. invent > invention  
-ation is added to verbs to form nouns. 
e.g. Inform > information and decorate > 
decoration 
 

-sion and –ssion  
-ssion is used if the root word ends in -ss or -mit 
-sion is used if the root word ends in d or se 
(Exceptions: attend/attention, intend/ intention) 

-cial or -tial 
-We normally add -cial if the root word ends with a 
vowel, and -tial if the root word ends with a 
consonant, e.g. social and facial vs essential and 
partial (some exceptions). 
 

Suffixes beginning with vowel letters to words 
ending in -fer 
The r is doubled if the -fer is still stressed when the 
ending is added. The r is not doubled if the -fer is 
no longer stressed e.g. referring 

-sion  
If the ending sounds like /ʒən/, it is spelt as -sion.  
e.g. divide > division and invade > invasion 
 

-cian  
-cian is used if the root word ends in -c or -cs, and 
these words generally link to a profession such as 
optician 
 

-cially or -tially  
- We normally add -cially if the root word ends 
with a vowel, and -tially if the root word ends with 
a consonant e.g. officially, essentially (some 
exceptions). 
 

 



Spelling Progression Map 
 

-ous 
-ous is a vowel suffix  
e.g. poison > poisonous and mountain > 
mountainous 
If there is an /i:/ sound before the -ous ending, it is 
normally spelt as i but a few words have e.  
e.g. hideous and nauseous  
 

-ous and -ious/-eous 
-If there is an /i:/ sound before the -ous ending, it 
is normally spelt as i but a few words have e e.g. 
hideous and nauseous. 
-If there is an -our at the end of a word, this is 
changed to -or before the -ous is  
added, e.g. humour > humorous 
-If the root word ends in a -/dʒ/ sound, the e is 
kept e.g. courage > courageous 
 
 

-able and -ible 
-We normally add -able if the root word is a 
complete, recognisable word, e.g. lock > lockable,  
-As with -ant and -ance / -ancy, the -able ending is 
also used if there is a related word ending  
in -ation, such as adorable (adore, adoration) 
-The -ible ending is generally used if a complete 
root word cannot be heard before it, e.g.  
poss > possible. However, it does sometimes occur 
when a complete word can be heard,  
e.g. sensible, flexible. 
 

-ally 
When we add –ly to adjectives ending in –al we 
pronounce this as –ally.  
e.g. occasionally, naturally, actually 
If in doubt as to whether to put -ly or -ally on the 
end of a word, see whether a related adjective 
with an -al ending exists. 

Suffixes beginning with vowel letters to words of 
more than one syllable 
-If the last syllable of a word is stressed and ends 
with one consonant letter, which has just  
one vowel letter before it, the final consonant 
letter is doubled before any ending beginning  
with a vowel letter is added e.g. forgetting, 
forgotten, beginning, beginner, preferred 
-The consonant letter is not doubled before adding 
a suffix if the last syllable is unstressed e.g. 
gardening, gardener, limiting, limited, limitation 
 

-ably and -ibly 
-We turn these adjectives into adverbs by adding -
ly in the same way as we have for other adjectives 
in the past. 

 -cious or -tious  
-If the root word ends in -ce, the /ʃ/ phoneme in 
related words is usually spelt as c e.g.  conscience 
> conscious 
 

-ent, -ence, -ency 
-We generally use -ent and -ence / -ency after soft 
c (/s/ sound), soft g (/dʒ/ sound) and qu, or if 
there is a related word (such as a root word) with 
a clear eh ( /ɛ/ ) sound in the right position e.g.  
existent and existence 
 

-ant, -ance, -ancy 
We generally use -ant/-ance and -ancy if there is a 
related word with an “a” (/æ/ or /eɪ/) sound in the 
right position; -ation endings are often a clue. For 
e.g. expectant (expectation) 
 

Spell words 
with the 
following 
prefixes: 

Negative prefixes: 
un-, dis-, mis-, in- 
e.g. unlucky, disappoint, misbehave, inactive  
 

sub-, inter-, super-, re-, auto- 
e.g. subheading, international, superstar, redo and 
autobiography 

  

re- (again or back) and super- (above or better 
than) 
e.g. reappear and superhero  
 

Homophones Homophones and near homophones 
 

 Homophones and near homophones  



Spelling Progression Map 
 

Statutory 
word list 

-silent letters 
 

-vowel digraphs 
-multi-syllabic words including prefixes and 
suffixes 
-vowels 
-unstressed vowels 
-silent letters 
-etymology of words 
 

-words that double their final consonant  
-unstressed vowels 
-words with affixes 

-doubling the consonant after a short vowel 
-unstressed vowels 
-etymology of words 

Dictation Write from memory simple sentences, dictated by 
the teacher, that include words and punctuation 
taught so far. 

Write from memory simple sentences, dictated by 
the teacher, that include words and punctuation 
taught so far. 

  

Other 
Spelling rules 
 
 

Short vowel sound 
spelt ou pronounced 
‘uh’ 
e.g. touch and young 

Long vowel sound spelt 
ei, eigh or ey pronounced 
‘ay’ 
e.g. vein, reign and grey 

Apostrophes for 
possession  
e.g. girl’s and girls’ 

Words with endings  
sounding like /ʒə/ (-sure) 
or /tʃə/ (-ture) 
e.g. pressure and picture 
 

Morphology  
e.g. appreciate, 
appreciating, 
appreciated, 
appreciative, 
appreciation, 
appreciatively,  
unappreciated, 
unappreciative 

Words with the /i:/ 
sound spelt ei after c 
e.g. deceive  

Morphology and 
etymology  
e.g. telegraph and 
television  

 

Short vowel sound 
spelt y in the middle 
of words pronounced 
‘i’ 
e.g. myth, pyramid 
and gym 
 

Words with the phoneme 
s spelt sc 
e.g. science and scenery 

Words ending with 
the /g/ sound spelt -
gue 
e.g. league and 
tongue 

Words ending with the 
/k/ sound spelt -que 
e.g. antique and unique 

Words with silent 
letters such as b,k or g 
e.g. lamb, knight, gnat 

Words containing the 
letters ough  
e.g. cough and plough 

 

Words containing 
silent letters written 
kn, gn, wr, wh 
e.g. knight, gnat, 
wrist and wheel 
 

 Words with the /ʃ/ 
sound spelt ch- 
e.g. machine and 
brochure 

Words with the /k/ 
sound spelt ch 
e.g. choir and chorus 

Use of hyphen to 
create compound 
words 
e.g. sky-blue and 
twenty-two 

Morphology and 
etymology  
e.g. -ship > friendship 

 Words with the /s/ 
sound spelt sc 
e.g. science and 
descend 
 

  

Dictionary and 
thesaurus  

Use the first two or three letters of a word to 
check its spelling in a dictionary. 

Use the first two or three letters of a word to 
check its spelling in a dictionary. 

Use the first three or four letters of a word to 
check spelling, meaning or both of these in a 
dictionary. 
 

Use the first three or four letters of a word to 
check spelling, meaning or both of these in a 
dictionary. 
 

  Use a thesaurus. Use a thesaurus. 

 


