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This policy outlines the intent, implementation and impact of the teaching of Design and 

Technology at Hadleigh Junior School. 

Intent 

At Hadleigh Junior School our Design and Technology intent is that children develop their 

creativity and resilience in practical ways encouraging children to be curious, responsible 

and reflective learners whilst solving problems so that they know more and can do more. 

Children are taught to have an understanding of how things are made in the world around 

them and how this links to other National Curriculum subjects. They will have a greater 

understanding of how things are made and the processes leading up to this point. Children 

will develop the key Design and Technology skills within each unit of learning using five key 

threads: user, purpose, functionality, design and evaluation. The children will build on prior 

knowledge and are well prepared for the next stage of their education. This is driven by the 

three key areas of Experiences, Growth Mindset and Mastery.  

Implementation 

The teaching of DT across the school follows the National Curriculum through the use of The 

Design and Technology Association’s ‘Projects on the Page’ document. Children design, 

make and evaluate products using a broad range of materials and components specified in 

the statutory requirements. This encourages three types of activity. 

. Investigate and evaluate activities where children learn from a range of existing products 

and DT in the wider world. 

. Focused tasks where specific technical knowledge, designing and making skills are taught. 

. Design, Make and Evaluate where children create functional products with users and 

purpose in mind. 

A DT project will be completed every term, with each year group covering the key aspect of 

food and nutrition. The principles of healthy diet, safety and preparation food are covered as 

well as seasonality, sustainability and ingredients origin. The other 4 aspects of Mechanical 

systems, textiles, structures and electrical systems will be visited twice in this key stage. 

Each project is planned to consider the principals of user, purpose, functionality, design, 

innovation and authenticity. It is taught with an iterative process of design, make and 

evaluate. It is planned on an accumulative approach where children build on previous 

knowledge, revisiting and developing necessary skills through each aspect. 

Projects are designed, recorded and evaluated in their DT books. 

Impact 

Design and Technology prepares children to take part in the development of tomorrow’s 

rapidly changing world. It encourages children to become an independent, creative problem 

solver and thinker as part of a team or individually. 

Through the study of this subject children learn to combine practical skills with an 

understanding of aesthetic, social and environmental issues, as well as functions and 

industry. Children will reflect on and evaluate past and present technology, its uses and 

impact. 

 

Design and Technology DT and inclusion  



At our school, we teach DT to all children, whatever their ability and individual needs. This 
accords with the school’s curriculum policy of providing a broad and balanced education to 
all children. Through our DT teaching, we provide learning opportunities that enable all 
pupils to make good progress. We strive hard to meet the needs of those pupils with special 
educational needs, those with disabilities, and those learning English as an additional 
language, and we take all reasonable steps to achieve this.  
 
The work done by the pupils in DT may contribute to the targets set out in an Individual 
Learning Plan (ILP). Teachers will have regard to these targets when planning lessons and 
designing tasks for DT lessons.  
 
We enable all pupils to have access to the full range of activities involved in learning DT. 
Where children are to participate in activities outside the classroom, for example a visit or a 
trip, we carry out a risk assessment prior to the activity, to ensure that the activity is safe and 
appropriate for all pupils.  
  
Assessment  
The subject lead will monitor teaching and learning through DT book scrutinies, observations 
and pupil voice.  
 
At the completion of each topic, children’s work can be assessed against the criteria and 
design brief set for the project (considering, purpose, functionality, design, innovation and 
authenticity) and in relation to National curriculum expectations.  
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