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This policy outlines the intent, implementation and impact of SMSC at Hadleigh Junior School. 

Intent 

At Hadleigh Junior School, we recognise that the personal development of pupils spiritually, morally, 

socially and culturally (SMSC) plays a significant part in their ability to learn and achieve. 

We aim to provide an education that gives pupils opportunities to explore and develop: 

• their own values and beliefs, 

• spiritual awareness, 

• high standards of personal behaviour, 

• a positive, caring attitude towards other people, 

• an understanding of their social and cultural traditions, 

• an appreciation of the diversity and richness of cultures. 

 

Implementation 

When planning lessons, teachers are aware of the need to plan opportunities to develop a wide variety of 

spiritual, moral, social and cultural needs. A vast majority is delivered through cross-curricular activities as 

well as PSHE, RE, RSE  and circle time activities. We also have themed days and weeks held throughout 

the school year.  Teachers use creative strategies and challenging questions to engage pupils in their 

learning and relate it to their own experiences. Teachers will inspire pupils and will provide activities that 

encourage pupils to recognise the spiritual dimension of their learning, reflect on the significance of what 

they are learning and to recognise any challenges there may be to their own attitudes and lifestyle. We 

emphasise active learning by including the pupils in discussions, investigation and problem-solving 

activities. We use situations that arise in everyday school life to prompt and encourage discussion. Pupils 

are encouraged to articulate their thoughts and share their opinions. We ensure that there is a consistent 

approach to the delivery of SMSC issues through the curriculum and the general life of the school. We 

make sure that everyone connected to our school is aware of our values and principles and that pupils 

know what is expected of them and why. 

 

Impact 

Though the implementation of our SMSC Policy, children will experience  greater personal development 

and will become more rounded pupils. There will be greater recognition of pupils’ achievements across the 

curriculum and school-life, in addition to in relation to maths and English. 
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Spiritual Development 

As a school, we aim to include  a ‘hook’ or element of awe and wonder when starting off units and topics 

each term, and continue to pique pupil’s curiosity and questioning as they explore their learning. We have 

developed a climate within which all children can ask questions; grow and flourish; respect others and be 

respected; accommodate difference; and respect the integrity of individuals. Pupils are given opportunities 

for spiritual development in all subjects as well as in assemblies. 

As a school, we aim to provide learning opportunities that will enable pupils to: 

• discuss their beliefs, feelings, values and responses to personal experiences, 

• reflect on, consider and celebrate the wonders and mysteries of life, 

• form and maintain worthwhile and satisfying relationships, 

• foster their emotional life and express their feelings, 

• develop their capacity for critical and independent thought, 

• sustain their self-esteem in their learning experience, 

• experience moments of stillness and reflection. 

 

Moral Development 

At Hadleigh Junior School, we provide a clear moral code as a basis for behaviour which is promoted 

consistently through all aspects of the school. We give pupils opportunities across the curriculum to 

explore and develop moral concepts and values e.g. personal rights and responsibilities, truth, justice, 

equality of opportunity, right and wrong. 

We ensure that pupils have an open and safe learning environment in which they can express their 

views and practise moral decision making. We encourage pupils to take responsibility for their actions 

e.g. respect for property, care of the environment and developing codes of behaviour. We provide 

models of moral virtue through literature, humanities, sciences, arts and assemblies reinforcing the 

school’s values. All members of the school community are expected to follow the school Behaviour 

Policy and code of conduct. 

We support children to have respect for others’ needs, interests and feelings, as well as their own. We 

have active anti-bullying activities and focused assemblies and pupils have the opportunity to represent 

the school in a range of groups such as School Parliament, eco-warriors, charity fundraisers, the choirs 

and orchestra, dance club  plus numerous sporting opportunities. This inspires pupils to broaden their 

experience and horizons. Pupils are also encouraged to take on additional roles and responsibilities, 

such as Prefect, Play Pal, Reading Ambassadors etc to develop independence, confidence and self-

worth.  
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The Behaviour Policy is used consistently throughout the school. The School Parliament helped to 

create it as well as devising new school rules. The school community is a place where pupils can find 

acceptance in themselves as unique individuals and where forgiveness and the opportunity to start 

again is fundamental to the ethos of the school. Pupils know that rules are there to protect us, that 

everyone has responsibility and that there may be consequences when rules are disregarded. In order 

to help children understand how society needs  a set of laws, we teach them how our school rules 

create an ordered, fair and safe place in which to learn. Our school and classroom rules reflect, 

reiterate, promote and reward acceptable behaviour and provide opportunities to celebrate pupils’ work 

and achievements. 

Hadleigh Junior School is proud of its links with the community and welcomes a wide range of visitors 

into the school. We continue to develop a stronger home-school link, enabling parents, teachers and 

the wider community to work in an effective partnership to make sure that we give our pupils the best 

possible environment in which to grow, flourish and learn. 

As a school, we aim to provide learning opportunities that will enable pupils to:  

• recognise the unique value of each individual, 

• have the ability to make responsible, informed and reasoned judgements, 

• take initiative and act responsibly with consideration for others, 

• listen and respond appropriately to the views of others, 

• distinguish between right and wrong, 

• gain the confidence to cope with setbacks and learn from mistakes.  

 

Social Development 

At Hadleigh Junior School, pupils are encouraged to resolve conflicts maturely and appropriately using the 

restorative justice approach, which enables them to work more successfully as a member of a group or a 

team. We offer an extensive range of before, during and after school extra-curricular clubs and provide 

pupils with positive experiences to reinforce our values as a school community, such as through class 

assemblies, team building events, residential experiences and school productions. We also help pupils to 

develop personal qualities which are valued in a civilised society such as thoughtfulness, honesty, respect 

for difference, moral principles, independence, self-respect and awareness of others’ needs. 

As a school, we aim to promote opportunities that will enable pupils to: 

• show respect for people, living things, property and the environment and to develop a sense of 

responsibility to it, 

•  engage in the democratic process and participate in community life, 

•  to exercise leadership and responsibility, 
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• Experience  positive and effective links with the world of work and the wider community. 

 

Pupils at Hadleigh Junior School learn about and experience the diversity of other cultures both within 

modern Britain and throughout the world by developing partnerships with outdoor agencies and individuals 

to extend pupils’ cultural awareness e.g. Hadleigh Grace Church, The Salvation Army, author visits and 

theatre, museum and gallery visits. We also recognise and nurture particular gifts and talents by providing 

opportunities for pupils to participate in literature, drama, music, art, craft and other cultural events and 

encouraging pupils to reflect on their significance. 

As a school we aim to promote opportunities that will enable pupils to: 

• extend their  knowledge and use of cultural imagery and language, 

•  think about special events in life and how they are celebrated, 

• develop an understanding of their social and cultural environment, 

• develop an understanding of Britain’s local, national, European, Commonwealth and global 

dimensions. 

 

Assessment 

The subject lead will monitor teaching and learning through book scrutinies, pupil voice and an annual 

audit. 

 

 

 
Written by: Gill Taker 

Reviewed by: Jennifer Cole  

Date: April 2026 

Review Date: April 2028 


