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Homework is considered to be anything children do outside the normal school day
that contributes to their learning, in response to guidance from the school.
Homework encompasses a whole variety of activities instigated by teachers and/or
parents to support children's learning. For example, parents who spend time reading

stories to their children before bedtime are helping with homework.

Homework is a very important part of a child's education, and can add much to a
child's development. We see homework as an important example of cooperation
between teachers and parents. One of the aims of our teaching is for children to
develop as independent learners, and we believe that doing homework is one of the
main ways in which children can acquire the skill of independent learning. Homework
plays a positive role in raising a child's level of attainment.

The aims and objectives of homework are:

¢ to enable pupils to make maximum progress in their academic and personal
development;
¢ to help pupils develop the skills of an independent learner;
e to promote cooperation between home and school in supporting each child's
learning;
e to consolidate and reinforce the learning done in school; and to allow
children to practice skills taught in lessons;

¢ to help children develop good work habits for the future.

Staff and pupils regard homework as an integral part of the curriculum — it is planned
and prepared alongside all other programmes of learning. We set a variety of

homework activities.

We give children books to take home and read with their parents. We give guidance
to parents on achieving the maximum benefit from this time spent reading with their
child. We also ask children to learn spelling patterns/rules and times tables as part of

their homework. Sometimes, we ask children to complete a task at home. When we



ask children to study a topic or to research a particular subject, we encourage them

to use not only the school library but also the local library, as well as the Internet.

We set maths homework routinely each week and we expect the children to
consolidate and reinforce the learning done in school through practice at home.
Guidance on calculation is given to parents, where needed. Homework completed
well is acknowledged and praised. There may be issues arising from the work, which

the teacher will follow up in lesson time.

We recognise that children have individual learning styles, which means that some
tasks can be completed in a number of different ways, while others demand a

particular approach.

As they move through the school, we increase the amount of homework that we give
the children. We expect children in Years 3 and 4 to spend approximately one and a
half hours a week on homework, and children in Years5 and 6 to spend

approximately 30 minutes per night.

At the beginning of the year, children are told the day by which their homework
should be completed. We set homework for all children as a normal part of school
life. We ensure that all tasks set are appropriate to the ability of the child, and we
endeavour to adapt any task set so that all children can contribute in a positive way.

Class teachers monitor homework and use it to plan for learning accordingly.

If there are exceptional circumstances resulting in homework not being completed on
time then parents can inform the class teacher and extensions or use of the usual
timetable can be implemented based on the need of the child/family. In preparation
for transition to secondary school, pupils in year 6 who have not completed their
homework on time may be supported to complete this work during break or

lunchtime.

The homework set is as follows:

Daily reading to a responsible adult




Daily TT Rockstars and KIRF practice
Daily Spelling Practice
Year 6 will be set weekly reading, grammar and maths work via practice workbooks,

which are marked at home with scores uploaded onto Dojo for teachers to review.

Teachers will send out clear communication each week to parents detailing the
specifics of the set homework (date set, date due in, which tasks to complete and
whether these are independent activities or should be completed with an adult).See

Appendix A. This will be posted on Dojo for parents to access.

Parents have a vital role to play in their child's education, and homework is an
important part of this process. We ask parents to encourage their child to complete
the homework tasks that are set. We invite them to help their children as and when
they feel it to be necessary and to provide them with the sort of environment that
allows children to do their best. Parents can support their child by providing a good
working space at home, by enabling their child to visit the library regularly, and by
discussing the work that their child is doing. Parents are also advised to remove

distractions such as mobile phones from the homework environment, as appropriate

If parents have any questions about homework, they should, in the first instance,
contact the child's class teacher. If their questions are of a more general nature, they
should contact the appropriate Phase Leader (Year 3/4 - Miss Parkinson / Year 5/6 -
Miss Luckett)

The use of ICT and the internet has made a significant contribution to the amount of
reference material available at home, and the ease and speed with which it can be
accessed. However, our teachers expect their pupils to produce their own work,
perhaps by editing something they have found, or by expressing it in their own
words. The children are not achieving anything worthwhile by merely downloading
and printing out something that has been written by somebody else or by using Al to
generate responses. There are many websites containing highly educational
material, such as BBC Bitesize, which can have a powerful effect on children's

learning. Parents are advised always to supervise their child's access to the internet.




The Headteacher is responsible for coordinating and monitoring the implementation
of this policy. The policy will be reviewed every two years by the Headteacher and
governing body. The key criterion will be the extent to which the policy is contributing

to the progress pupils make at school and their attitude to learning.
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Appendix A

Junior
School

Year .... Homework

Date Set:
Date homework is due in:

Spelling Activity:

Please_ use the below activity to explore the spelling rule............ccu....... leara-thenerds
below-fora-test We will have a test next Friday, which- will be made up of ... words that
follow the spelling rule.

The words follow the learning we have been doing in school about the ....... rule.
Remember..... (add guidance here)

Reading:

You will have a reading book to bring home each week. Please read every day to an adult
and ask them to record this in your Heme/Schoeelbeek-Reading Record. Your teacher will
check your Home/School book every-week.

Read carefully and ask for help if you are stuck reading a word, understanding what you are
reading or if you spot an unfamiliar a-briliant-word and do not know what it means.
Remember, if you finish your reading book*, you can read other books at home or from the
library. These can be fiction or non-fiction,-but - it’s good to try and read a variety of
different types of books with different themes or by different authors over time.

*Short stage reading books should be read 2 or 3 times over during the week to develop and

embed decoding, fluency and comprehension skills.

Maths:

Practise your—22222 ...... times table at least 4 times per week on TT Rockstars by clicking on
the ‘Garage’. As a general rule, spend 10 minutes practising each time.

If you want to work on all your times tables, please use the ‘Soundcheck’.

For a timed challenge where you get 6 seconds to answer questions on any times table, click
on the ‘Studio’.
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Practise this half term’s KIRF skill. (See attached sheet)




