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This policy outlines the intent, implementation and impact of British Values at Hadleigh Junior School.
Intent

At Hadleigh Junior School, we support the values of democracy, rule of law, individual liberty, mutual
respect and tolerance of different faiths and beliefs; these values are embedded within our curriculum.
These values are also found within our school values of resilient, independent, creative and inquisitive. We
believe that teaching children about British values is an important way to help them become active citizens
who are prepared for life in modern Britain. Staff teach a range of political issues and viewpoints but remain
impartial so that the children have the opportunity to form their own views and opinions. As well as
promoting British values, we would actively challenge pupils, staff or parents expressing opinions contrary
to fundamental British values including ‘extremist’ views and principles. All staff and governors are Prevent
trained and we develop upper key stage 2 children’s understanding of radicalisation. We aim to teach
children to be resilient to such attitudes, teaching them to ask probing questions and make sound

judgements for themselves about what is right and wrong.

Implementation

We ensure that fundamental British values are embedded as an integral part of the ethos and culture of the
school. We plan assemblies and lessons, especially in PSHE and RE, to teach children about values,
respecting similarities and differences, tackling stereotypes and understanding why some people
discriminate and the resulting consequences and negative impact of discrimination. We aim to empower
children to have a voice and to stand up against discrimination, valuing equality, tolerance and mutual

respect.

The topics and lessons in the school’s curriculum are carefully designed and planned by teachers to
provide rich learning experiences that will have a lasting, positive impact on pupils’ spiritual, moral, social
and cultural (SMSC) development. We also ensure that children have opportunities to experience extra-
curricular clubs such as music, sports and creative arts clubs as well as outdoor experiences. Visits are
planned to link with year group topics to provide children with a deeper understanding of the world they live
in.

We link or compete with other schools to take part in singing, dancing and sporting events. Competitions
and events provide the opportunity for children to meet other children from different schools whilst
experiencing the process of decision-making and understanding rules and fairness. We also hold internal

school competitions between year groups.

As a school, we value and celebrate the diverse heritages of everybody at Hadleigh Junior School.
Alongside this, we value and celebrate being part of Britain. We celebrate traditions and customs during the
course of the year e.g. celebrations at Christmas with the local churches and commemorating national
events such as Remembrance Day. We take pride in studying and exploring our local area and are

continuing to build up strong connections with the local community.
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Impact

Through the implementation of our British Values Policy, children will develop and demonstrate skills and
attitudes that will allow them to participate fully in - and contribute positively to - our local community and
life in modern Britain. They will have a greater understanding of Britain’s cultural heritage and what it

means to be a respectful and tolerant British citizen.

Democracy

At Hadleigh Junior School, we ensure that all pupils have a voice which is listened to. This plays a central
part in developing school improvement priorities. Our pupil School Parliament members are elected by their
class peers’ they meet fortnightly and are involved in making our school a better place to learn. They make
decisions about fundraising and where to spend the money raised in school. The also engage in activities
such as visiting the local council offices and interviewing the mayor and meeting our local MP to discuss
school matters important to them. We also have a peer elected PSHE team and eco-warriors. We

undertake pupil questionnaires and interviews throughout the school year.

Democracy is embedded within the school. Pupils are listened to by adults and are taught to listen carefully
and with concern to each other, respecting the right of every individual to have their opinions and voice
heard. We encourage children to solve minor conflicts themselves using the restorative justice approach,
under minimal adult supervision. Parents’ opinions are welcomed through methods such as questionnaires,

feedback at pupil consultations, parents’ forums and liaison with the Parents Association.
The Rule of Law

As our pupils will encounter rules and laws throughout their entire lives, we want them to appreciate that
they are set for good reasons and must be adhered to. We want our pupils to understand that while people
may hold different views about what is right or wrong, all people living in England are subject to its law, and
that this law protects individual citizens and is essential for their wellbeing and safety. We explore this

through RE and PSHE lessons and focused assemblies.

Staff consistently reinforce high expectations of pupils. Pupils know that rules in school are there to protect
us; everyone has responsibility and that there may be consequences when rules are disregarded (see HJS
Behaviour Policy). The School Parliament has been involved in creating new school rules and the
Behaviour Policy, empowering the children to understand the importance of rules. In order to help children
understand how society cannot operate without a set of laws, we teach them how our school rules create
an ordered, fair and safe place in which to learn. Class rules are agreed between the children and the class
teacher and are on display in each classroom. We help children to distinguish right from wrong and adopt

restorative justice approaches to resolve conflicts.

Throughout the school year, we welcome visits from members of the wider community, including the fire
service, war veterans, church groups and local councillors. We believe that clear explanation and real-life

stories emphasise the importance of the rule of law for our pupils.
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Individual Liberty

All staff work hard to create a positive culture and a safe environment in our school. Pupils are encouraged
to make choices knowing that they are in a safe and supportive environment. Whilst our pupils have the
opportunity to make individual choices and express opinions that develop their character and self-belief,
they are encouraged to develop these qualities in the context of the rights and needs of other members of
our school community. We model freedom of speech through pupil participation in class in the context of a
safe, fair, supportive and ordered learning environment. We discuss and challenge stereotypes and

implement a strong anti-bullying culture.

Pupils are encouraged to know, understand and exercise their rights and personal freedoms and advise
how to exercise these safely such as through online safety lessons. We encourage children to choose
tasks that will challenge them in lessons, and we give them some freedom to determine their own learning,

especially in our topic sessions.

Mutual Respect

Mutual respect is at the core of our school life for adults and pupils alike. We work hard to maintain an
environment in which pupils feel safe and secure. Staff consistently model and promote the behaviours and
attitudes that are the foundation of positive relationships. We celebrate the worth, individuality and
achievement of pupils inside and outside of school in our weekly celebration assemblies. Children are
encouraged to respect themselves and to respect individual differences. This is put into practice around the
school, in the playground and in assemblies. Our children regularly participate in music and sporting
events. Competitions provide opportunities for children to meet other children from different schools whilst
experiencing the process of decision-making and understanding rules and fairness. The children always
make us proud with their attitude and behaviour and often receive compliments on demonstrating respect

for others and the right spirit of competition.

Tolerance of those of different faiths and beliefs

We offer a culturally rich and diverse curriculum in which all major religions are studied and respected.
Through RE and PSHE lessons, we provide opportunities for pupils to develop inclusion, tolerance of and
empathy towards those from different faiths, beliefs and cultures. We help the pupils to become
knowledgeable and understanding citizens who can build a better Britain for the future through our
curriculum and the routines of our daily school life. We help our children to develop respect and an
understanding of their own and other cultures and ways of life. We try to visit a variety of places of worship

and welcome visitors who can widen our pupils’ horizons even further.
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Assessment

The British Values lead will monitor teaching and learning through book scrutinies, pupil voice and an
annual audit.

Written by: Gill Taker
Reviewed by: Jennifer Cole
Date: April 2026

Review Date: April 2028
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